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PREFACE.

Tue late lamented Sir Alexander Burnes, in a
letter dated Kabul, 16th September, 1841, wrote tp
me thus:—< T look out with great anxiety for your
map and book relating to Cashmere and Gilghit, &c.,
by far the most interesting portion of your wander-
ings, and which will fill up a great blank.” I have
done my best in furtherance of the objects he
alludes to.

I have, of course, embodied my travels in one
continued narrative, without unnecessary reference to
the numbers of times and variety of seasons I have
visited the same places. I have, for instance, three
times crossed the mountains from the Panjab to
Iskardo in Little Tibet, and have necessarily passed
through Kashmir in my way.

The Honourable the Court of Directors of the
East India Company having given orders that the
Map which accompanies these volumes should be
engraved at their own expense, I take this oppor-
tunity of expressing my sense of their kindness and
liberality in so doing.

To the learning and kindness of Professor H. H.
Wilson I, as well as my readers, am indebted, not
only for much information, but the prevention of
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much error; and to James Fergusson, Esq., late of
Calcutta, I am under considerable obligations for
information which his intimate acquaintance with
Hindu history and the distinguishing details of
Oriental architecture has enabled him. to give me.

To Professor Willis I have to return my best
thanks for his remarks on the ancient architecture
of Kashmir; and, also, to Dr. Wiseman I am in-
debted for the extract I have taken the liberty of
making from his learned work on the ¢ Connexion
between Science and Revealed Religion,” as well as
for the highly applicable Latin motto which I have
borrowed for my title-page. I have only to add that
M. P. Edgworth, Esq., of the Bengal Civil Service;
Dr. Falconer, Superintendant of the Honourable East
India Company’s garden at Saharunpur; and Dr.
Royle, F.L.S. &c. &c., have obliged me with much
of that assistance, particularly in botanical matters,
for which the mere aspirant must always remain.
indebted to science. Upon my return to England,
1 immediately transferred all the plants I had col®
lected to the care of the latter gentleman. They -
could not be in abler hands. I have to thank him
for his kindness and the trouble he has taken; whilst
the very masterly review of all that is hitherto known
of the botany of the more western ranges of the
Himalaya, contained in the Observations, &c., in the
Appendix to the second volume, will be perused with
the greatest interest by all lovers of natural history.

N



OBSERVATIONS
ON

THE LATE AND NOW PASSING EVENTS

IN

AFGHANISTAN.

TrE scenes of the following narrative lie generally to the
eastward of the meridians of Attok and Peshawur; yet as it
will, T think, be reasonably expected that I should not allow
the late events in Afghanistan to pass entirely without notice,
I have ventured upon the following remarks, with the inten-
tion of laying before my readers what I humbly consider to
be a fair view of the subject, with all its pros and cons, and
have endeavoured to handle it with a strict regard to justice,
and no regard whatever to party considerations.

The facts connected with, and preceding, the late expedi-
ticn to Ghuzni and Kabul (I mention them for the benefit of
the uninitiated) were shortly these. In 1810, Shah Shuja,
son of the late King Timour Shah, and legitimate heir, as such,
to the throne of Kabul, was chased from his dominion by his
brother Mahmoud, and after a residence at Lahore and Rawul
Pindi, in the Panjab, and a variety of misfortunes consequent
upon his unsuccessful attempts at Multan, Peshawur, and
Kashmir, &c., repaired, in 1816, to Lodiana; where (after
being joined by his brother, Shah Zimén, another’ex-king of
Kabul, older than himself, and who had also been deposed
and blinded by Mahmoud previously to the capture of Kabul
by Shah Shuja) he has since remained, and Shah Ziman
with him, as a pensioner of the Indian government.

"VOL. L. b
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Dost Mohamed Khan became master of Kahul in 1824,
although he had at first, I believe, but a feeble hold upon
it.* For his pedigree, and an outline of the events preced-
ing his acquisition, I must refer my readers to my previous
volume on Afghanistan. I do not insert them here, as
they are of no immediate import. From the time of his
first becoming the ruler of Kabul, he has been constantly
seeking for the friendship of the British government. Mr.
Moorcroft, who was in the country at the time, mentions
that he and his party were most earnestly entreated to
become the channel of a negotiation for putting the whole
country under British rule. Mr. M. was at Peshawur when
the application was made by Dost Mohamed's brothers, on
behalf of their family ; but his overtures have been, at least
I think so, treated most unadvisedly, and himself, speaking
with reference to past events, with injustice, when he was
dispossessed of his throne.

By the treaty between Runjit Singh and Mr. (now Sir
Charles) Metcalf, in 1809, and again, in that made between
Lord William Bentinck and Runjit, at Rupur, in 1831, the
latter was allowed to do all he pleased on the western side
of the Sutlej; and the chief reason why we could not inter-
fere in behalf of Dost Mohamed was, that we could not do
so without breaking our faith with Runjit. At the Rupur
meeting a paper had been delivered to the latter, at his
own request, promising perpetual friendship from the British
government. The treaty of 1809+ was of the greatest use;
its effect was to confine Runjit to the westward of the Sutlej;
but when he asked for and obtained the Rupur paper, he
had the conquest of Peshawur in his eye, and he foresaw
that it would be as well to obtain a renewal of the promise
of friendship. An attack upon Sinde, which he afterwards

* Dost Mohamed signifies the friend of Mahomed. Shah Shuja and
Shah Zimén are Sirdozyes, descendants of an elder brother, Dost
Mahomed : and the Barukzyes are descended from a younger brother.

t For this and sowe of the other matters here noticed, vide Prinsep’s
¢ Runjit Singh.”
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made preparations for, but which we stopped by telling him
that we could not allow it, was also, no doubt, meditated
by him whilst he was at Rupur; and, in fact, he men-
tioned the subject to two of the confidential officers of the
Governor-general. It was, I believe, early in 1835 (I am
not quite sure of the date) that he had made preparations
for marching upon Sinde. He was told that it would not
be allowed, and that a force would meet him from Bombay.
He was very angry, and, as if afraid of committing himself
in his anger, requested the political agent to withdraw for
the present.

I think that Runjit’s request for the Rupur paper
shewed great foresight and cunning on his part, and the
granting of it shewed but little on ours. Had he not in-
tended to presume upon it, he would not have asked for
it: in my humble judgment, it would have been sufficient
to have referred him back to the first article of the treaty
of 1809 ; and although we had told him that there was no
occasion for any such paper as he asked for, and that we
intended to adhere honestly to the former treaty, yet the
refusal of it, with his comprehensive and reflecting mind,
would have had the effect of making him more cautious, and
more anxious to meet what he knew to be our wishes.

This was in the year 1831. On the 17th of February,
1833, Shah Shuja broke up his camp near Lodiana, and
marched upon the expedition that was brought to a crisis
by the action in which he was beaten by Dost Mohamed,
near Kandahar, on the 30th of June, 1834. Mr. Masson
the Numismatologist, and the Cowmpany’s correspondent at
Kabul, writing from Kabul,* remarks: ¢ In the recent
efforts of Shah Shuja there is little doubt but that, had a
single British officer accompanied him, not as an ally or
coadjutor, but as a mere reporter of proceedings to his own
government, his simple appearance would have been sufficient
to have procured the Shah’s re-establishment in power.”

By a treaty dated the 12th of March, 1833, Runjit

* Vide Correspondence relating to Kabul and Afghanistan, p. 421.
+ Correspondence, p. 369.
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obtained from Shuja a grant (amongst many others) of
Peshawur, which had always belonged to the Afghans,
Shuja then being only still on his march for the recovery of
his dominions, in which, as we have seen, he failed at
Candahar. Runjit, however, soon acted upon this grant,
and, in 1834, sent his grandson, No Nehal Singh,* to Pesh-
awur, and took it by a ruse. The Sikhs asked that their
chief might be allowed to see the town; he came attended
by a large escort with fixed bayonets, who kept possession
of it when once in the streets. Runjit then sent a letter to
the political agent on the frontier, giving him information of
this conquest, in which the following hypocritical passage
occurs :—*¢ Adverting to the everlasting relations of friend-
ship that distinguish the union of the British and Sikh
governments, and which, like the sun, are shining aund re-
splendent, and also to the friendly light that sheds its bril-
liant influence on the hearts of the two parties, like the ruby
of Budukshan, so that those who, from their gloomy and
perverse minds, and their want of penetration, could not
view without jealousy the friendship subsisting between the
two high states, have become ashamed of themselves,—1I
offer you my congratulations on the victory obtained by
Kour (Prince) No Nehal Singh, whose intrepidity and intel-
ligence of character you predicted.” This latter sentence
was intended as a piece of flattery to the political agent,
who, in his answer, properly told him that he was not at
liberty to offer or receive congratulations. :

A letter was received by Runjit from Dost Mohamed, on
the 26th of July, 1834, stating that as he had dispossessed his
brothers at Peshawur of their possessions, he hoped that he
would restore them, and that they would continue to pay
bhim the usual tribute of horses, &c. Runjit returned an
unsatisfactory answer, and added, that his grandson had
occupied Peshawur of kis own accord; so the application
ought to have been made first through him.—Corr. p. 376.

In consequence of this, Dost Mohamed, on the 2d of

* The new tree, or stem of the S:khs.
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January, 1835, quitted Kabul to attack the Sikhs at Pesh-
awur, having first taken upon himself the title of Amir
Shah Ghazi,—a Mussulman who fights for the faith.

Runjit prepared to receive him, and wrote to the political
agent that the fun (tamasha) would soon begin. Dost Mo-
hamed was unsuccessful, and the Sikhs kept possession of
their new conquest. The Afghans returned to Kabul in a
state of great excitement, and Mr. Masson writes, ‘ The
failure of Shah Shuja is now most sincerely to be lamented.
I myself rejoiced at it at the time, but the event seems to
prove that his success would have been felicitous to this
country. The wishes of all classes turn to his restoration.”
—(Corr. p. 421.) In spite of all this, Dost Mohamed con-
tinued, by his abilities, to maintain himself at Kabul until
we marched against him. The Russian agent remarked
(Corr. p. 507), that the Russian government had more re-
liance on Dost Mohamed Khan’s intellect and power than
on the chiefs of Kandahar, because he, notwithstanding his
poverty, and being without means, was fighting against the
Sikhs, who were provided with every thing; and the sirdars
of Kandahar were so senseless as to believe that Mohamed
Shah, after conquering Herat, would give it over to them,
which was absurd.

On the 3lst of May, 1836, Dost Mohamed addressed a
letter of compliment to Lord Auckland, the newly arrived
Governor-general. The answer to this, for some reason with
which I am unacquainted, unless it was owing to an inter-
regnum which occurred between the retirement of Lord
William Bentinck and the arrival of Lord Auckland, as I
have already remarked in my “ Visit to Ghizni,” &c., p. 387,
bore date the 22d of August, 1836, and it did not reach
Kabul until a few days after I had quitted that city, on the
3d of October, 1836, when its contents gave great satisfac-
tion, although the Afghans had been previously much an-
noyed on account of what appeared to them to be unreason-
able delay.*

* Vide the Author'’s ¢ Visit to Afghanistan,” &c., p. 878, et supra.
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In the Governor-general’s answer, he says that he “ in-
tends to depute some gentleman to the court of Kabul, to
discuss with you certain commercial topics, with a view to
our mutual advantage,” &c.  Accordingly, Captain Burnes
reached Kabul with his mission on the 20th of September,
1837, and was received in a very distinguished manner by
the Amir, who soon, however, commenced talking about the
restoration of Peshawur. After observing (Corr. p. 410)
that the Indian government might rely with every confidence
on his cordial co-operation in any measures which tended
to promote the trade to Kabul and Turkistan, &c., he re-
marked that he was involved in difficulties which were very
prejudicial to commerce. ¢ My hostilities,” he said, *‘ with
the Sikhs, narrow my resources, compel me to take up
money from the merchants, and even to increase the duties
to support the expense of the war. While we were engaged
in resisting Shooja-ool-Moolk* at Kandahar, the city of
Peshawur was seized from our family, and I had the morti-
fication to discover among the papers of the ex-king, after
his defeat, a treaty that made Peshawur the reward of the
Sikhs, and to hurl me and mine from authority.”

Dost Mohamed further told Captain Burnes, that if he
advised it, he would send his son to Lahore, to ask Runjit
Singh’s forgiveness for what had passed, and if he (Runjit)
would consent to give up Peshawur to him, he would hold
it tributary to Lahore, &ec.; that he (Dost Mohamed) had
brothers at Peshawur, whose condition he must compas-
sionate, &e.

- Captain Burnes adds :—

“1 am not aware how far this offer proceeds from a hope
of future aggrandisement, or an intention to injure the
Peshawur branch of his family ; but it is now sufficient to re-
port the sumn of*his views and wishes. By some, these offers
may be construed nearly into a kind of moderation ; by others
they may be hailed as sincere proofs of the Amir’s desire to

* The Lion of the Country.
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terminate his differences with the Sikhs ;—for whether Runjit
Singh’s policy suggests or not a compliance with them, they
certainly shew that Dost Mohamed Khan is not likely to
enter upon aggressive measures. Since my first visit in
1832,” continues Captain Burnes, ¢ he has added Jellalabad
to his country, and the most important change in his ad-
ministration is the investiture of five of his sons in different
governments—a policy which cannot be condemned, as it
will certainly contribute to the stability of his govern-
ment.

‘“ With some, it is added—and perhaps they are the
majority of his subjects—his wars with the Sikhs have gained
him applause; but with one party, and that by far the most
worthy of conciliation — the wealthy and mercantile classes,
his campaigns have been viewed in a different light, and
given great dissatisfaction.”

Previously to the arrival of Captain Burnes’ mission,
Dost Mahomed and his brothers of Kandahar, being anxious
for assistance from any quarter, had sent for assistance from
Persia. ¢ Kandahar,” he writes to them, *“the plaee of our
nativity, has been threatened by Kamran (the Prince of
Herat, a Sirdozye, son of Mahmoud, the brother of Shuja
and Shah Ziman). These difficulties obliged us all to have
recourse to the English, Persian, and Tartar government.”
—(Corr. p. 411, No. 8.)

The Shah of Persia was not slow in responding to
Dost Mohamed’s desire for an alliance. — (Corr. p. 406.)
The bait held out to him, the Shah, was the possession of
Herat, and the Amir told Captain Burnes that an Elchee (or
ambassador) was then at Kandahar, bringing him presents,
&c., and a promise of a krore of rupees, but assured him
also that he did not place much reliance on the promised
aid of Persia.

On the 25th of October, 1837, the Amir, in consequence
of Captain Burnes’ presence at Kabul, thinking it better to
temporise, writes to his brothers at Kandahar, to request
them not to send Omar Khan (the son of one of them) on a
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mission to the Shah, in company with the Persian Elchee,
who was going back ; adding, that he understood they were
going to do so in consequence of their hearing that a Persian
army was coming to Herat.

On the 24th of October, 1837, Captain Burnes had also
written to Kandahar, to advise them not to send Omar Khan
to. the Shah of Persia.

On the 3l1st of October, 1837 (Note to Corr. p. 414),
Captain Burnes writes, *‘that the Kandahar rulers had finally
resolved to send an Elchee to Persia; that the Amir, Dost
Mohamed, told him that he had bitterly repented his ever
having had anything to do with Persia, and the more so since
he had received the Governor-general's notification of my
deputation to this country.”

It appears that Dost Mohamed was exceedingly un-
willing to quarrel with us until it became absolutely neces-.
sary; and throughout the whole of the discussions which
took place at Kabul, his brother, the good Nuwab Juba
Khan, exerted himself to the utmost to preserve peace
with the Indian government. But the Amir constantly
insisted upon the surrender to him of Peshawur. He re-
fused to allow the Sikhs to keep possession of it, and was
also very unwilling that his own brother, Sultan Mohamed
Khan, should again be restored to his chiefship, as he
feared the result of his intrigues with Runjit there, and
that he would be too much under the power of the latter.
He (Dost Mohamed) had offered to render tribute, horses,
and apology to Runjit, provided he himself were allowed to
hold Peshawur under him. ¢¢ Thke differences of the Afghans
and Sikhs,” he remarked, (Corr. p. 439,) “ can never be said
to be adjusted so long as the Maharajal heeps his troops and
officers at Peshawur ; and consequently, though I place every
faith in the friendly intervention of the British, and know
that the Maharajah must be left to himself, I am bound to
state, that fresh causes for disturbance must arise if his
Highness (Runjit) does not place my brother or an Afghan
on Peshawur, and leave him to govern it, subject to his
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(the Mabarajah’s) orders, but without the presence of Sikh
troops.”

Captain Burnes arrived in Kabul on the 20th of Sep-
tember, 1837. On the 21st of November, 1837, the Persians
commenced the siege of Herat. Captain Burnes left Kabul
for India, on the 26th of April, 1838, and the siege of Herat
was not broken until the 9th of September, 1838.

On the 8th of December, 1837, the Russian agent, Cap-
tain Vickovich, arrived at Kabul, and was dismissed about
the end of April, or the beginning of May, 1838; a short
time after Captain Burnes had taken his departure. Too
much weight is laid upon the fact of the dissensions between
Dost Mohamed and his brothers, the Barukzyes. There was
scarcely more than existed between the Sirdozyes, at dif-
ferent times, after the death of Timour Shah. Zimén, Mah-
moud, Shuja, Ayub, and Sultan Ali, were all kings of Kabul
in the life-time of each other. Dost Mohamed was a master-
spirit, with acknowledged talent, but no money, or he
would soon have quieted the dissensions around him. Na-
poleon used to say, that no man could be a great man
without money.

Peshawur had, I believe, always belonged to the Af-
ghans up to the time of its being taken by Runjit. In
the ¢ Ayin Akberi,” it is mentioned, with the city of
Kabul, as part of the soobah (division or province) of
Kashmir. There cannot, I think, be a doubt that the
Afghans will never give up the idea of its repossession, and
that Shah Shuja has lost credit in their eyes for having
agreed to give it up to the infidel Sikhs. Is it to be won-
dered at that Dost Mohamed, who is much his superior in
energy, ability, and talent for government, should wish to
regain it? or that, threatened by the Sikhs on one side, and
Kamran of Hernt on the other, and taunted by the Afghans
with the loss of Peshawur, which was taken from him by a
trick, after having been given up to the Sikhs by an ex-king,
whom he afterwards drove out of the country, he should send
for assistance to the Persians before the arrival of the Go-
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vernor-general’s letter of the 22d of August, 1836 ? and was it
not creditable to him that, after Captain Burnes’ arrival, he
wrote (Oct. 25, 1837,) to his brothers at Kandahar, that now
he had some hopes regarding Peshawur, and, in fact, wished
them to discontinue the proposed alliance, or, at all events,
not to send the envoy to Persia?

¢ The English want to extend their trade,”— such was the
substance of his remarks—¢‘I will give them every assistance,
but they may trade as much as they please now. I want to
- be maintained in my position; I have twice won my throne
with my sword. I wish to be a friend to the English, but
should lose credit in the eyes of the Musalman world if I
tamely give up Peshawur; and if the English will not give
me assistance, I must get it whence I can.”

Dost Mohamed may be charged with keeping several
irons in the fire, but I do not think that he could be justly
charged with being discontented and ambitious. When he
first-sent for assistance to Persia, Count Simonich, the Rus-
sian ambassador, had seized the opportunity of sending him
a friendly letter, requesting him to write to him; and Dost
Mohamed had also written to the Emperor of Russia, vid
Bokhara, in the beginning of 1836, informing him that the
English government were inclived to support Shah Shuja,
and addressed a letter to Lord Auckland about the same time
(May 1836), probably afterwards.

On the 8th of December, 1837, as already remarked, the
Russian agent arrived at Kabul, with a general promise of
assistance and money. He was also the bearer of a second
letter of introduction from Count Simonich, and was kindly
received by the Amir. In this the Count said to the Amir,
‘1 beg you will look upon him (Capt. Vickovich) like
myself, and take his words as if they were from me.” —
(Corr. p.473.) His offers are pitted against those of Captain
Burnes. Dost Mohamed asks the latter what he can pro-
mise him; and Captain Burnes says that he is unable to
make such and such promises, but that he will write to his
government; upon which the Amir asks the Russian agent
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what he can promise. The latter remarks to the Amir that
the Emperor was an autocrat, and that he could then and
there make him such and such promises, on the part of
his master; and pointed out to the Amir the delay that
would be caused by first sending to the council* at Calcutta,
and afterwards to England, for an answer.

In the end Captain Burnes was obliged to quit Kabul.+
The Russian agent was dismissed, as already remarked,
a short time afterwards, and whilst the Persians were still
at Herat. When Dost Mohamed heard that the expe-
dition from India was approaching, he sent — as who would
not? — messenger after messenger to the Russian ambas-
sador and the Shah, urging them to settle affairs at Herat
and come on to Kabul, when the country would be theirs.
—(Corr. p. 496.)

All these disturbing causes might probably have been

¢ He used the word ‘¢ punchyt,” which signifies a native.jury
of five, and was a degrading term when applied to the Council at
Calcutta.

t It is said that he had actually concluded a treaty with Dost Mo-
hamed, by which mutual differences were adjusted; and that he was, to
use a common phrase, thrown over by the Governor-general. Whether
this was the case, and what was the nature of the treaty, if any; and
whether he did not, in making it, exceed his instructions, is a question
that can only be decided by a production of all papers connected with
the proceedings at Kabul. I have heard that an inference to this effect
has been drawn from the following passage in Captain Burnes' letter to
Mr. M‘Naghten, from Kabul, 25th April, 1838 (Corr. p. 448). “ On
the 15th I received another visit from Sirdar Mehir Dil Khan (of Kan-
dahar), who was accompanied by the Nuwab Jubbar Khan, Meeza Sami
Khan (Dost Mohamed’s secretary), and the Naibs (generals) of Kanda-
har and Cabool. The deputation was a formal one, from both branches
of the family. The Sirdar now informed me that the Amir had agreed
to write to the Maharajah, through the Governor-general, to dismiss
Captain Vickovich, to hold no farther communication with other powers,
to write"to the Shah of Persia that he had done with his Majesty for ever.
The Sirdars of Kandahar, on their part, agreed to address the Shah, recall
Ullahdad, the agent who had accompanied Kumber Ali, and to place
themselves, along with their brother the Amir, entirely under the pro-
tection of the British Government; in return for which they claimed
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prevented, not merely for the existence of the treaty of
perpetual friendship with Runjit Singh, but for a sort of
infatuation which seemed to exist in his favour, and to be
extended even to a dislike to friendly representations of
sufficient earnestness in favour of Dost Mohamed’s claims.
In the report of Lieutenant Vickovich, the Russian
agent, to Count Simonich, referred to in Captain Burnes’
letter of the 8th of July, 1838 (Corr. p. 492), the Russian
agent intimates (I do not know whether his information was
correct or not), *‘‘ Burnes declares that Runjit had re-
ceived from the Company a proposal to give up Peshawur
and other conquests, and that he would willingly comply
with the wishes of the Company upon receiving intimation
to that effect; but that on receiving such a proposition from
Runjit, Lord Auckland replied that, in consequence of the
approach of the Persian Shah to Herat, he decidedly advises
Runjit to retain Peshawur, and oppose himself to the move-
ments of the Shah.” I repeat, that I do not know how far

at its hands two things—first, a direct promise of its good offices to esta-
blish peace at Peshawur, and an amelioration in the condition of Sultan
Mohamed Khan ; and second, a promise, equally direct, to afford them
protection from Persia, in whatever way the British judged it best for
their interests, it being clearly understood that Kandahar was not to be
allowed to suffer injury.”

I much doubt whether any treaty was signed; and I cannot extract
such an inference as the foregoing from the just recited passage, because
Captain Burnes tells them in his reply, that he is sceptical of their sin-
cerity, and moreover, because the audience alluded to was on the 15th of
April, 1838, and Captain Burnes quitted Kabul on the 26th, and it was
not possible he could have received an answer from the Governor-general
in the intervening time; and because, moreover, I look upon the words
g direct promise to establish peace at Peshawur” as very vague, and
believe that if Dost Mohamed had bond fide intended to give up Peshawur,
it would have been more explicitly mentioned.

Runjit was not expected to live from month to month, and if Dost
Mohamed, had really resigned his claims upon Peshawur during Runjit's
lifetime, it would only have been deferring the evil day for a very short
period, so that it may be doubted whether such an arrangement would
have been of much value.
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this be correct or not, but if this advice were given at the
time when it was believed that the Persians would certainly
take Herat and come on to India, there can be no doubt that
there are many reasons in favour of its being the best that
could be given under existing circumstances.

It may be justly urged in favour of our perpetual friend-
ship with Runjit, that our north-western frontier was in a
state of tranquillity for many years; but, in my humble
judgment, it might have been preserved just as well without
it. We slept upon it too much. It was a friendship of
which we made no positive use up to the time of the expe-
dition to Kabul. Runjit, on the contrary, was perpetually
making some good use of it, and eventually took Peshawur;
and thus threw a firebrand which embroiled us with the
Afghans. We deprived ourselves of sufficient communica-
tion with the Afghanistan people, its passes, and the neigh-
bouring country. I ought not to abuse the bridge I have
traversed, and find fault with a policy that has enabled
me to see much that no European traveller had seen be-
fore ; but the fact is, that officers ought to have been sent to
travel and explore all the countries on the north-west
froutier, at least fifteen years ago; in which case the late,
and still pending, unfortunate war would not have been
as it has been, and still is, a war of experiment. Our
north-west frontier was not like any other; it was the
only one on which there was a chance of serious invasion,
and we ought long ago to have known more of it. In this
particular, Lord Auckland’s predecessors are more to blame
than he is.

After reading all this, there can be no doubt, I should
think, in any person’s mind, that Russia was thus seeking to
extend her influence in the East, and that it had a tendency
to injure our own. M. Vickovich, says Captain Burnes
(Extract No. 6, Corr. p. 475), informed Dost Mohamed
Khan that the Russian government had desired him to state
his sincere sympathy with the difficulties under which he
laboured ; and that it would afford it great pleasure to assist
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him in repelling the attacks of Runjit Singh on his domi-
nions ; that it was ready to furnish him with a sum of money
for the purpose, and to coutinue the supply annually, ex-
pecting in return the Amir's good offices, &c.

All the diplomatists in the East seemed to be but of one
opinion with regard to the designs of Russia; and there is
no doubt that if the Persians had succeeded at Herat, the
Afghans would have joined them. They would have come
on to Peshawur en masse, with Russian officers in their camp.

In answer to the intimation from Captain Burnes, that a
Russian agent had arrived at Kabul, Mr. M‘Naghten writes
to Captain Burnes (Jan. 20, 1838). ¢ His lordship attaches
little importance to this mission of the Russian agent, al-
though he will bring all the circumstances connected with it
to the notice of the home authorities ; as it undoubtedly
marks a desire which has long been known to exist on the
part of the Russian government, to push at least the influ-
ence of their name to our Indian frontier; and the pro-
ceedings, especially of the Russian envoy at Tehran, in
regard to it, are open to much observation.” This, I venture
to think, is exactly what should have been written under
existing circumstances.

Upon Captain Burnes’ return from Kabul, a council of
all the north-western frontier diplomats, whose previous
differences of opinion had been notorious, was held ut Simla;
it was finally determined by the Governor-general to rein-
state Shuja, and a mission® was sent (in May 1838) to
Lahore, to cement our perpetual friendship with Runjit, and
arrange some matters connected with Lord Keane's expe-
dition.¥

Dost Mohamed, it is true (p. 425), remarked that he
had little fear of Runjit'’s power to injure him at Kabul.
But we learn from Captain Wade (p. 424) ¢‘ that, considering

* Vide Osborne’s ¢ Runjit Singh.”
+ Vide the Treaty with Runjit Singh and Shah Shooja-ool-moolk,
concluded at Lahore on the 26th of June, 1838.—(Corr. p. 203.)
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the feelings of hostility with which the Maharajah views
Dost Mohamed, and that he is now scarcely restrained (I
do not know whether any interfetence was used) from pro-
secuting the war against the Amir, his Highness (Runjit)
will not, in Captain Wade’s opinion, be persuaded to abandon
his hostile designs upon Kabul, without desiring to obtain
terms of submission from its chief, to which the British
Government would not wish to become a party.”

- Why Runjit should have entertained feelings of hostility
against Dost Mohamed, I do not know, excepting that he
found him to be as clever a fellow as himself; and it must
not be forgotten that he shamefully ill treated Shah Shuja,
Dost Mohamed’s rival and our friend, when he was a pri-
soner at Lahore, and forced him to give up the celebrated
Koh-i-nur diamond.*

More interference might, I think, have been used with
beneficial effect. It is true, as already remarked, that Dost
Mohamed, to use a common phrase, had several irons in the
fire; that he was playing fast-and-loose ; but he was seeking
assistance necessary for the support of his position and his
honour. He was made partly responsible for the follies of
the Shah of Persia ; and I think it will be inferred from the
foregoing statements, that his dethronement was altogether
an act of injustice to him. We will now inquire how far it
was an act of justice to own interests.

In my narrative of my visit to Afghanistan (p. 387), I
bhave remarked, that I have never doubted for an instant
the correctness of that line of policy which it eventually
became necessary to pursue, by sending the late expedition
to Afghanistan ; I have never doubted for an instant that it
would succeed, or that Shah Shuja would be well received
by the Afghaus. By using the word eventually, 1 allude to
the bad policy that preceded and caused what appeared to
me to be the necessity for the dethronement of Dost Mo-
hamed —an act rendered necessary by way of reparation
for previous errors.

* The Mountain of Light.
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It must not be forgotten that the many are now giving
their opinions on the propriety of the Ghuzni expedition,
after the fact of its discomfiture; and I do not think myself
wrong in saying, that those who have not been in the East
can have but scanty pretensions to any thing more than
speculation and conjecture upon Eastern matters, without
being in possession of something like a continuous chain of
undisputed facts.

But opinions emanating from high, and the highest
sources, have been recorded, in previous condemnatiou of the
expedition across the Indus. *‘Triumph you may ;—confident
you may be, as 1 am, in the gallantry of your troops; but
when, through your gallantries, the victory has been gained,
and you have succeeded, then will come your embarrass-
ments.”* And the warning, alike prophetic in its whole
tendency, and discriminating in its details of good and evil
result, was unfortunately disregarded. We did triumph,
through the gallantry of our troops; and the triumph was
succeeded by embarrassment, and blighted by unprece-
dented disaster.

But let it not be supposed that nothing can be said in
defence of the measure. Many of the objections raised
against passing the Indus—at least I should humbly conceive
so—were broadly made because the Indus is the natural
boundary of Hindustan. But, it may be remarked that it was
not the boundary of our possessions, and that that was one of
the reasons why it was thought right to cross it. Had our
territories been extended up to it, we should have remained
in security behind it. Our object was to secure a friendly
power in a country where a friendly power was of importance
to us, and where, had it continued as it latterly was, un-
friendly and opposed to our interests, it was reasonably con-
cluded that much further harm might have been inflicted, by
the increase of Russian influence. We now know practically

* It is unnecessary to add, that these are the words of the Duke of
Wellington, as quoted in Lord Stauley's speech on the Income Tax,
April 11, 1842.
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the nature of its passes, and the approaches to Hindustan by
way of Kabul; we did not know them, comparatively speak-
ing, before, nor is it likely to be forgotten that they were far
more formidable than was expected.

Let us shortly refer to the opinions of the different diplo-
matists that preceded the expedition.

Mr. Ellis, in a letter dated 15th January, 1836, writes to
Lord Palmerston from Persia,—‘ I feel quite assured that
the British Government cannot permit the extension of the
Persian monarchy in the direction of Afghanistan, with a
due regard to the internal tranquillity of Central India ; that
extension will at once bring Russian influence to the very
threshold of our empire.”—(Corr. p. 8.) He also writes in
the annexed memorandum, “ The progress of Persia ought
to receive every opposition from the British Government
that the obligations of public faith will permit.”

Sir John M*Neill (Corr. p. 185), referring to the refusal
of the Persian Government to give reparation and satisfac-
tion for the violence offered to his messenger, remarks, that
‘“some public act of reparation, which will prove to the
people of Persia and Afghanistan that we are not to be
insulted with impunity, is, in my opinion, indisputably
necessary ; I will not say to restore us to our former
position, but to enable us to retain one of any credit or
respectability.”

He remarks (Corr. p. 198), ¢ The Persian Government is
prosecuting schemes of almost undisguised hostilities towards
England.”

Again he says (Corr. p. 187), ¢ Count Simonich certainly
threatened Mohamed Ameen, a servant of Yar Mohamed
Khan (minister to Prince Kamran, of Herat), who was sent
with a message from his master to the Persian camp, that if
Herat did not surrender to the Shah, he would march a
Russian army against it.”

Also, ““In a conversation with a Persian gentleman at
Tebhran, Count Simonich had stated his having advised the
Shah, after the fall of Herat, to turn his attention to Sinde.”

VOL. I. ¢



xx11 OBSERVATIONS ON AFGHANISTAN.

Also, in the same letter, ¢ Count Simonich, being lame from
a wound, drove his carriage the whole way from Tehran to
Herat, and could drive it to Kandahar; and the Shah’s
army has now, for nearly seven months, subsisted almost
exclusively on the supplies of the country immediately
around Herat and Ghorian, leaving the still more produc-
tive districts of Subzar and Farrah untouched. In short, I
can state, from personal observation, there is absolutely no
impediment to the march of an army to Herat; and that,
from all the information I have received, the country be-
tween that city and Kandahar not only presents no diffi-
culty, but affords remarkable facilities for the passage of
armies,” &c.

Also (Corr. p. 193), ¢ The hope of receiving the submission
of all Afghanistan will be a very strong inducement to the
Shah to persevere in the enterprise in which he is engaged.”

Also (Corr. p. 197), ¢ At this moment the united influ-
ence of Persia and Russia would appear to be established in
all the Afghan dominions.”

Also (p. 194), Sir John M¢Neill remarks, “In short, if
Herat should fall, and if the treaty has really been guaran-
teed by Russia, and not by Count Simonich personally,
Russia becomes by it indisputable mistress of the destinies,
political and commercial, of all Central Asia; Great Britain
having been forced back to the Indus, Khiva and Bokhara
must submit, if they are attacked, while Persia and Afghan-
istan will already be entirely at her disposal.*

* Itis right to add here, with reference to the last foregoing passages,
that Count Nesselrode informed Lord Durham, that if Count Simonich
had acted in the manner stated by Mr. M‘Neill, he had done that which
was in direct opposition to his instructions. The Count had been dis-
tinctly ordered to dissuade the Shah from prosecuting the present war, at
any time and in any circumstances. His Excellency said, that he was
convinced that our minister had been misinformed, and that Count
Simonich had never given any such advice to the Shah as that which
was attributed to him. Count Nesselrode further stated, that he entirely
agreed with the English Government, as to the folly and impolicy of the

course pursued by the Persian monarch. — Vide ¢ Quarterly Review,”
June 1839, p. 153,
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In a translated extract of a letter from Dost Mohamed
to Mohamed Shah of Persia, the Amir thus expresses him-
self (Corr. p. 482): ¢ As the Shah (your majesty) was at a
distance, I kept Captain Burnes in evasive discourse, and
on hearing the sure information of your majesty’s arrival at
Herat, I dismissed him instantly.” This in substance was
true, excepting as to the latter word.

Corr. p. 496.—¢¢Dost Mohamed having heard that Lord
Auckland had entered into a treaty with Runjit Singh to
restore Shooja-ool-moolk, now sends messenger after mes-
senger to the Russian ambassador and the Shah, urging
them to settle affairs at Herat and come on to Kabul, when
the country will be theirs.”

Corr. p. 423. — Captain Wade says, ‘I submit my
opinions, with every reference to the wisdom of his Lord-
ship’s decision ; but it occurs to me that less violence would
be done to the prejudices of the people, and to the safety
and well-being of our relations with foreign powers by
facilitating the restoration of Shah Shuja, than by forcing
the Afghans to submit to the sovereignty of the Amir.”
Aud he quotes the opinion of Mr. Masson at Kabul. ¢ The
likelihood is, that affairs will become worse instead of better.
The British Government could employ interference without
offending half-a-dozen individuals. Shah Shuja, under their
auspices, would not encounter opposition, and the Amir and
his friends, if he have any, must yield to his terms or
become fugitives.” -

Captain Burnes writes from Jellalabad (Corr. p. 458), «“1
inquired into the truth of the reports in circulation regarding
the Amir having actually gone over to Persia, and sought
the security of Russia. The reply was, that they were too
true, and that Captain Vickovich had promised to get the
guarantee of Russia to all their arrangements,” &c.

Again: ““The chief of Kabul still gives out that he
would not trust Persia alone; but seconded by M. Goutte
and Captain Vickovich he considers the Russian guarantee
will gain for him all his ends, and Dbesides being able suc-
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cessfully to contend with the Sikhs, as certain of ministering
to his ambition and fixing his supremacy.”

Again (Corr. p. 487), Captain Burnes remarks, ¢ I have
only again to repeat my most deliberate conviction, founded
on much reflection, regarding the passing events in Central
Asia, that consequences of the most serious nature must
in the end flow from them, unless the British Govern-
ment applies a prompt, active, and decided counterac-

tion.”

Again (Corr. p. 499), Captain Burnes writes from Shikar-
pore (after the Ghuzni expedition had marched), ¢ The pre-
sence of the Russian agent at Kandahar tallies but ill with
the Shah’s acceding to our requests, as reported by Colonel
Stoddart; or are we now to make a distinction between
Russian and Persian intrigues, and conclude at once that
the former wish to approach India without Persia as a
cloak ?”

Captain Vickovich, it appears, returned to Kandahar
with money for the Sirdars, in order to induce them to
march again towards Herat, and told them that Dost Mo-
hamed would receive 40,000 ducats from the treasury at
Kirman within three months; and Captain Burnes again
writes (Corr. p. 500), “ That the Shah pointed out to the
ambassador (Count Simonich) that it was not according to
treaty that Russian forces should march through Persia; but
now his majesty would bring no objection, if that government
would send their army through it to reduce any country they
liked.”

Again he adds, ¢ The Sirdars (of Kandahar) and Cap-
tain Vickovich wrote separate letters to the Amirs of Sinde,
saying, that they should remain quiet for three months, and
the Amirs would soon see them on the Indus with their
army.” These last extracts from Shikarpore could have
had, of course, no influence in the mere planning of the
expedition.

Now, when it is considered that Russian invasion, even
in a state of profound peace, is the grand military topic of
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conversation in India—when it was considered to be an esta-
blished fact that there were no physical obstacles in the
way of the march of a Russian army—when each of the few
travellers who visited the intervening countries had justly
thought that their accounts would be incomplete without
saying all they knew, all they had heard, and all they could
conjecture, on the subject, and all, I believe, agreeing in the
possibility of Russian invasion —when every foreigner who
visited India was considered by the many, whatever his
rank or occupation, to be no more or less of a spy—when the
newspapers, whether right or wrong, never let slip an op-
portunity of referring to the subject of Russian invasion,
some idea may be formed of the excitement caused by the
authentic information of a Persian army, encouraged, as
it was said and believed, by Russia, and with Russian
officers amongst them, having marched to Herat, and that
the city was nearly reduced to extremities.

Every little incident tended to increase the anxiety that
prevailed, not amongst the troops, but to those to whom
India was a home. It is true that Lord Auckland writes to
the Secret Committee (Corr. p. 392), ¢ That there is every
likelibood of remaining on amicable terms with Ava, and
that the state of Nepal has recently and voluntarily dis-
claimed having the slightest intention of hostility towards
our power.”* But at a time when the greatest excitement
prevailed, I forget the date, a Ghooka, or Nepalese chief,
of high raok, arrived at Lodiana, with, it was said, the
avowed intention of proceeding to Herat, and inviting the
Persians forward. How truly I do not know; but he was
detained for a short time by order from Lodiana, and allowed
to cross the Sutlij by mistake of the then locum tenens of
Captain Wade, who was absent. Runjit Singh received the
Ghooka chief with marked distinction. I do not know what
became of him, but the importance of the whole affair was

* In the same letter, alluding to our own possessions, his Lordship
writes: ‘ A more than usual excitement prevails throughout our Indian
territory.”’—Vide supra.
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much magnified, though there is little doubt that he would
have done us all the harm he could.

The climax of excitement was arrived at when it was
understood that a Russian agent had arrived at Kabul, and
that Capt. Burnes had been obliged to quit the city in con-
sequence of his arrival. The siege of Herat still continued,
with every prospect of its being taken; and the subsequent
advance of the Persians and Afghans, and perhaps of the Sin-
dians also, in one vast body, to the invasion of the Panjab,
and perhaps of India. The “gentlemen of England, who
sit at home at ease,” can form no idea of the excitement that
prevailed. All eyes were directed to the north-west frontier.
The efforts of Russian intrigue and influence were believed
to be in full play at Kabul (we did not, be it remembered,
then know the strength of the mountain-passes between us) ;
and Lord Auckland justly remarked, in the Simla Minute of
May 12, 1838 (Corr. p. 389), that ¢ the extraordinary excite-
ment which has been produced in the public mind, as well
in the Panjab as in Afghanistan, in consequence of the ap-
proach of the Persian power, is also a signal to us of the
mischief that might arise were that power to acquire a
settled authority or influence over all the Afghan country.”

The Governor-general finally determined to reinstate
Shah Shuja; and who will venture to affirm positively that
other Governor-generals, under similar circumstances, a
similar want of information, and similar excitement, would
not have done the same? None have been placed in a similar
position, none had hitherto been so peremptorily called to
interfere from the other side of the Indus. It was judged
better to go and fight than wait and fight.

It is said that the expedition was concocted in England.
How much the less responsibility is attributable to Lord
Auckland is known to those who are best acquainted with
this fact. It is said that the Indian government would
have allowed and wished for the invasion of Afghanistan
by Runjit. When I returned from Kabul I was asked by
General Ventura whether (I forget the exact words) a Sikh
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army could reach Kabul? and I well remember telling him
that they could not. Allowing, encouraging, or conniving
at a Sikh invasion was a very different thing from invasion by
ourselves. If Runjit succeeded, he was our friend ; we had
a hold upon him in the Panjab. If he weakened himself by
a failure, we might have been obliged to take the Panjab,
and should not have thought it necessary to go to Kabul
ourselves.

‘“ The operations which we are about to undertake,” so
Lord Auckland writes to the Secret Committee, dated
Simla, August 13, 1838, ¢ will doubtless be attended with
much expense ; but this consideration must, I feel assured,
be held comparatively light when contrasted with the mag-
nitude of the object to be gained, which is no less than to
raise up a barrier to all encroachments from the westward.
We shall, at all events, by the means we are adopting, avert
a danger immediately threatening us, at a period when a
more than usual excitement prevails throughout our Indian
territory, and we shall gain time (ample, if judiciously em-
ployed) to strengthen our frontier, and render us independent
of external aid in warding off such designs as those which
have now been clearly developed.

‘I have acted in a crisis which has snddenly arisen, and
at a period when appearances in every quarter were the most
threatening to the tranquillity of the British Indian empire
in the manner which has seemed to me essential to ensure
the safety and assert the power and dignity of our Govern-
ment.”— (Corr. p. 393.)

I believe, I hope, I am not wrong in remarking that
some of the principal authorities in India were not only for
crossing the Indus, but for marching at ouce to Herat, and
driving back the Persians, and thus bearding the Shah on
the very threshold of his dominions.

It has been suggested that Shah Shuja might have been
sent forward with a supply of mouey, and some British
officers in command of his contingent. With great defer-
ence, I feel persuaded that Dost Mohamed would have
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been too much for him. It is more than doubtful that he
would not have taken Ghuzni as we did. The Afghans
would have been suspicious of him; he bad resigned Pesha-
wur to Runjit; and they would have known that, however
willing we might be that he should succeed, we did not
intend to support him by the force of our arms. As long
as we supported him, his having given up Peshawur was of
little consequence.

But it will be remarked that the extraordinary excitement
must have subsided when the Persians at length raised the
siege of Herat, because the reasons for the dethronement of
Dost Mohamed must have for the most part disappeared
at the same time.

The siege of Herat, which had kept India in a state of
the greatest excitement for tem months, was broken up on
the 9th of September, 1838, and the first detachments of the
Bengal army marched from Firozpur, under Major-general
Sir Willoughby Cotton, on the 10th of November, 1838.

The Governor-general, in his orders (Secret Depart-
ment, 8th November, 1838), writes, when speaking of the
Persians having retired from before Herat, * In giving
publicity to this important intelligence, the Governor-ge-
neral deems it proper at the same time to notify that while
he regards the relinquishment by the Shah of Persia of his
hostile designs upon Herat as a just cause of congratulation
to the Government of British India and its allies, he will
continue to prosecute with vigour the measures which have
been announced, with a view to the substitution of a friendly
for a hostile power in the eastern provinces of Afghanistan,
and to the establishment of a permanent barrier against
schemes of aggression upon our north-west frontier.”

It must be admitted, I think, that in our then utter
ignorance of the nature of the Bolan pass, a British army
could not, if it were to march at all, have marched at a
time when it could have done its work, viz., the restoration
of Shah Shuja, as a friendly monarch, at Kabul, more easily
and quickly than after the retirement of the Persians from
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Herat. There was then no quarter from which Dost Mo-
bamed could expect assistance.

Before their departure, Captain Burnes receives an ac-
count (Corr. p. 496) that “ he (Dost Mohamed) is no longer
popular” (this would tend to shew that he had been so
once); “ his joining the Russians has utterly ruined him in
the eyes of all Mohammedans.”

After their departure he was left to his own resources,
and his dethronement, it was reasonably thought, would not
be the less difficult, or occupy more time, or be more ex-
pensive, on that account, and the expedition proceeded,
because it seemed to be the most favourable opportunity
for establishing a friendly and legitimate monarch on the
throne of Kabul. It is probable that, had it not proceeded,
it would only have been deferred to some other time.

The Nepal war was a war of experiment, with regard to
our ignorance of the country; the Burmese war was still
more 80; the war of Afghanistan was a war of experiment,
as every war on the frontier of India must be, for the first
time that it is engaged in; but the latter was a bolder war
of experiment than any of the others ; the stake played for
was beyond comparison greater than in either of the others,
whilst the chances of failure were, in fact, more numerous,
though not contemplated, because its advisers were com-
paratively unacquainted (as was the case in the Burmese
war, which occupied as many months as it would now
occupy weeks, because we knew so little of the passes),
with the strength and paltry resources of the country we
were about to invade.

Had it succeeded,—had the troops been withdrawn,—
bad Shah Shuja been quickly re-established,—what would
then have been thought of it? It is not fair to say now that
the expedition was altogether objectionable, merely because
it has been followed by disaster.

Shah Shuja says (Corr, p. 337) that order and regularity
would be established in three or four months after his re-
storation. This was in 1832, when he was about to proceed
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on his first expedition. As he was soliciting assistance from
Lord William Bentinck, he spoke, of course, as favourably

~ as he could for his own cause.

Lord Auckland, in his declaration of the 1st of October,
1838 (Corr. p. 302), says, ‘ His Majesty Shah Shuja will
enter Afghanistan surrounded by his own troops, and
will be supported against foreign interference and factious
opposition by a British army. The Governor-general con-
fidently hopes that the Shah will be speedily replaced on
his throne by his own subjects and adherents; and when
once he shall be secured in power, and the independence
and integrity of Afghanistan re-established, the British
army will be withdrawn.” )

Such, no doubt, in conformity with the above declara-
tion, would have been the case.

It is true that the time occupied in settling the country
was much longer than was anticipated, but it is probable
that the troops, excepting Shah Shuja’s contingent, would
all have been withdrawn, had it not been for the late dis-
asters, as soon as the passes were open in this spring; and in
that case the expedition might, I suppose, have been said to
have had a successful issue, although, as I have remarked,
the expenditure of time, blood, and money, was so much
greater than was contemplated.

The truth is, I believe, that it so nearly succeeded, that
the disasters, in my humble judgment, will be found to be
the result of a negligence consequent upon a belief,—a well-
founded belief (for I am no believer in any deep-laid or
long-organised conspiracy), that all was quiet and going
on well.

In a letter to myself from Sir Alexander Burnes, from
Kabul, of the 16th September, 1841, two months and a half
before he was assassinated, that lamented officer says: —
*“ Afghans and Afghanistan are by no means so bad as you see
them painted. About Kanduhar certainly they are fur from
settled, but around Kabul all is peace; and, had I the power,
all the troops, save the Shal’s, should be recalled. My only
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Jears are for the denationalising of the country by our troops
haring all to do, and our leaving the king a cipher. But I
think we are getting cured of this. I, for one, only regard
Afghanistan as an outwork, and would have all our regular
troops within the Indus.”*

We have surely, therefore, reason to believe that con-
fidence and negligence followed upon success, however ex-
pensive that success might have been,—but we know little
of particulars as yet. We know that the commissariat
was taken, and which of the warmest opposers of the mea-
sure would have dreamed of their not taking care of that?
The taking of the commissariat, upon which their very
existence depended, could surely never be said to be a mis-
fortune within the range of contemplated probabilities. As
well might the opposers of the measure say that they had
contemplated such a disaster, if the falling of the walls of
Jellalabad, by the earthquake, had enabled the enemy to
destroy the gallant detachment under the command of Sir
Robert Sale. Great expense had been, it is true, incurred,
difficulties had been mastered by the bravery of our troops,
but embarrassments had comparatively ceased, and the
wished-for result of the expedition seemed in a fair way to
be obtained. Serious disturbances suddenly arise at Kabul,
for which many reasons have been given—we do not know
the right ones; Sir Alexander Burnes was murdered — we
do not know why ; the commissariat is attacked and burnt,
—although gallantly defended. But for that, in spite of
General Sale’s absence, all might still have been well, be-
cause the troops would have had subsistence; and when
that was taken from them, and the aspect of affairs was so
entirely changed, what a certainty of coming horrors must
have presented itself! It is said that one officer, in parti-

¢ It has been supposed by some that Sir Alexander Burnes was an
enemy of Dost Mohamed. I believe that nothing can be farther from
the truth. No man was more awake to his talents and abilities for
governing. He would have had him taken by the hand, and only
turned against him when it became his duty to do so.
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cular, sent in the strongest remonstrances against the rela-
tively insecure positions of the cantonment and commissariat.
I must trouble my readers with a few words more. We
know, as I have already remarked, but very little connected
with the recent disasters. We know that Sir Robert Sale
was sent to chastise the Ghilzye mountaineers, who, itis said,
had risen in consequence of their not receiving the money
which was paid to them for keeping the passes open; but
the public do not know the particulars connected with their
rising. In this particular the greatest blame is to be attached
somewhere, but we do not know whether it was by the opi-
nion and act of the envoy alone, or by the counsel of others,
that the money was withheld ; but after reading the above
extract from Sir Alexander Burnes’ letter, it will be inferred
that they believed they could do any thing they pleased in the
country. We know that General Sale forced the pass, and
was absent from Kabul at the outbreak, so that the army at
Kabul was deprived of his assistance. It might turn out to
be a ruse on the part of the Ghilzyes, for the purpose of
dividing the British forces, but I venture to think that it
will not turn out to be so. It may be inferred by some,
after reading the extract from Sir Alexander Burnes’ letter,
that a lull was merely preceding a storm, and that whilst
all was apparently so quiet, a deep-laid conspiracy was
only waiting its hour of maturity; and that the destruction
of the British army bad been long in contemplation. It
may be so; but I much doubt it: the Afghans are not the
people to conceal a conspiracy, even if one had existed. They
are a brave, open-hearted, and simple people, without the
cunning or abilitiés of the Persian and Kashmirian. They
are not the people who could long keep a secret of deep
import. I believe the whole affair to have been caused by
some sudden or nearly sudden excitement; and that when they
had once commenced they opened their eyes to the chances
in their favour arising from the capture of the commissariat,
the coming winter, and Sir Robert Sale’s prevented return.
One reason assigned for the outbreak was that some of
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the principal chiefs thought they were going to be sent as
prisoners to Hindustan; another, that some of the chiefs
were ordered to disband their retainers, and that a number
of Afghan Sepahis were thus exasperated by being suddenly
deprived of their pay. Another reason is, that Kabul bad
become a modern Capua, and that insult had been offered
to the natives in the persons of their wives and daughters.
This last reason, if true, and I think it highly probable that
there is truth in it, would be sufficient cause for an out-
break. Many other reasons are given; but we do not yet
know the true ones.

We do not know who assassinated Sir Wm. M‘Naghten.
Mahomed Akbar Khan has been accused of it. Europe is
the country for Sydneys and Bayards, there are none in the
East. Appearances are very much against him ; but it is more
likely to have been the work of a Ghazi, or religious fanatic.
I am inclined to believe again that it will be found upon in-
vestigation that he had no power over the wild tribes that lined
each side of the Khord Kabul pass; and that, although he
might be glad that we should leave the country, he would,
had he had the power, have suffered us to retire without
molestation. It required all his father’s (Dost Mohamed)
energy to manage the different mountain tribes in a season
of peace; and what then, with revenge within their grasp,
would they care for a treaty for the evacuation of the
country, signed by those who had no control over them?

Appearances again are against Shah Shuja ; but I do not
at present believe that he has been playing false. It is true
that he still maintains himself in the Bala Hissar,* whilst
the chiefs around him are quarrelling amongst themselves.
It is far more probable that his name has been made use of
by others for the furtherance of their own purposes; and
that his sanction and approval of this or that measure may
have been dictated by prudence, may have been obtained by
coercion, and under the promise of security of place, person,

* It appears by the mail just arrived that he has been murdered.—
June 6, 1842.
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and property to himself. And how far would he be blame-
able if his people had been insulted in the persons of their
wives and daughters ?

What we know as a certainty is, that the force was
divided, and that the commissariat was taken ; because, had
it not been taken, the army might have been perfectly safe at
this moment. We know also that the treaty for evacuation
of the country was signed. We know, also, as already re-
marked, with regard to the commissariat, that the greatest
blame is attached somewhere; but whether to those who
placed it too far from the cantonment, or to the military au-
thorities for not taking better care of it, or to both, we know
not at present. The Governor-general himself was not, and
could not be, on the spot.

With regard to the signing of the treaty of evacuation,
all we know is, that it was signed ; but of the circumstances
attending the signature we know but little or nothing.
Remarks alike cruel, because they have been unjust, and
unjust because they have been made in ignorance of facts,
were immediately and unsparingly made upon the conduct
of our unfortunate countrymen and the troops at Kabul.
Although every letter that appeared in the newspapers
bas stated some fact which has a tendency to refute what
had been supposed and commented upon before; there has
been a drum-head court-martial in every society, and the
conduct of British officers has been commented upon as
if its members had been in possession of the fullest evi-
dence, and all parties concerned had been fully heard in
their own defence.

I venture to suggest, that the surrender of belief to any
but the general certainties I have just noticed must as yet
be premature; that no connected statement in detail has
been received that is worthy of credit; and that no decided
conclusions can as yet be arrived at. It is not improbable
that jealousies may have existed, for jealousies are, unfortu-
nately, not uncommon amongst Indian diplomatists. There
may have been disgust ; there may have been dissensions;

-~
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there must have been negligence ; there may have been
insubordination and open mutiny ; but we do not know
enough to form a judgment in detail. 1 wmost certainly
would not pin my faith upon the opinions expressed in
this or that particular letter ;* and when I add that the best
authorities in India are not as yet,t I believe, possessed of
certain information upon the points here adverted to, it
would surely be thought better to await the result of a re-
gular investigation before we in England should venture to
pronounce a judgment upon the conduct of the far-removed
and devoted brave ; at a time, too, when they were about to
suffer from a want of sustenance and the inclemency of a
Kabul winter in their retreat, with ladies under their pro-
tection, through the very strong passes of an enemy’s
country, that is mountainous for the greater part of the
way to Jellalabad, lying more than 100 miles to the
eastward of them.

We are not to suppose, again, that no good is to be ex-
pected from the late expedition and its melancholy end.
With a proper watchfulness over our own interests, and a
cordial and much-wanted co-operation amongst the diplo-
matists under the meridian of the Indus, we have now
every reason to know that a Russian invasion is no longer
the bugbear that it was; and that in the common course
of events, the question is set at rest for ever. We know
what we did not know before, the tremendous strength of
the approaches to India from the north-west. The Gornul
pass} which I ascended with the Lohanis, is in some places
quite as formidable as the others. There was one spot in
particular where a camel could not proceed without being

* Of course I allude to such as have been written since the com-
mencement of the outbreak.

t Up to this mail, Monday, June 6, 1842.

1 The difficult places in the Gornul pass, and probably in the others,
are formed by the mural sides, and abrupt precipices of shingly conglo-
merate, evidently upraised from its horizontul bed, and often having
the appearance of having been subsequently disturbed by earthquakes.
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unladen. There is another pass I believe, from Bunu Tak,
vié Kanegorum, by which the Tak Rajah made his escape
from the Sikhs, and arrived at Kabul when I was there.
From all I could collect, it was of the same nature as the
others. There are also, I believe, one or two more through
the mountains to the north of it. Captain Vickovich, in
his letter to Count Simonich (Corr. p. 495), writes, that the
geographical position of Afghanistan makes it the only

. .* through which a conqueror can .... From Can-
dahar to the very shores of the ocean . ... barren deserts
which can never be passable by any kind of military force.
On the north and northwest the road from Turkeston is
bounded (closed by the strong pass of the Hindu Kosh,
which has only two roads hardly passable for the space of
four ..... either months, or some word implying distance)
for military stores or supplies of an army.

Our engineers, again, have not been idle; they have made
excellent military surveys of the country ; and if the Russians
should at any time descend upon Herat or Bokhara, we
should not then be disposed to quarrel with the satisfactory
knowledge and experience which we now have, and which
was most undoubtedly wanted, however great and melan-
choly may be the sacrifice at which it has been obtained.
As far as important information and experience is con-
cerned, Lord Anckland —could we but conceal the cost at
which it has been obtained —will have benefited our East
Indian possessions more than any other Governor-general
that has preceded him. .

We know also better than ever that the Sikhs are in a
corner from which they cannot escape, and that when it
may become necessary to invade their territories, we know
that the Panjab would become an easy prey.

The peaceable and friendly disposition which has hi-
therto been manifested by the Sikhs throughout the Afghan
war, must be mainly attributed to good management of our

* These omissions occur in the translated letter.
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political agents. After Sir Robert Sale has been relieved
and the prisoners have been ransomed, it would not be
difficult to find, for the British army now collected at
Peshawur, another and a more politic employment, although
at this moment a very unjust one, than forcing their way to
Kabul.

The wild tribes of Afghanistan only fought for their
religion and their country —pro aris et focis. We may, if
we proceed, reconquer them; and justice will be dealt
where actual treachery is proved : revenge, of course, would
be unworthy of our name. Let us get as much inform-
ation as possible, and make a display of our power, but
leave them alone at Kabul for the present. We should
take nothing by our motion, and the Afghans and other
Oriental nations have sense enough to know that we were
beaten less by them than by snow and want of subsistence.*
There is no chief with whom we can treat without supporting
him by a subsidy at the same time. Dost Mohamed was a
master spirit, who, if supplied with money, could have
supported himself, and organised a dynasty without the pre-
sence of a British army. It may be much doubted whether
there is any other man in Afghanistan who could do so.
We can never have a firm and effective friend on the
throne of Kabul without supplying him with money (if not
a contingent),—at least : it is the penalty we must pay for
our relative position; and we may then rest, but not sleep,
upon our oars, until we think that Russian influence may
be again so far or so unfairly advanced as to demand a
more active interference in the affairs of Afghanistan.

There is one individual of whom I gladly take this op-
portunity of making honourable mention; and that is, the
Nuwab Jubar Khan, Dost Mohamed's brother. Every English
traveller that has arrived at Kabul, and properly accredited,
has been received into his house, and treated and protected as
his guest during his stay. From the first dawn of his brother’s
political power he has been most anxious for the friendship of

* Vide Note at the end of these Observations.
VOL. I d
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the Indian Government; and during the time that Dost
Mohamed was listening attentively to the representations
of Sir Alexander Burnes and Captain Vickovich, he was
exerting himself to the utmost for the preservation of peace.
He has now, I see by the papers — and nothing is more
probable — taken an English child (Mrs. Anderson’s) under
his protection; and I feel perfectly certain that he will
extend his good offices, and do his utmost to the protection
of any British persons that come within his ken. The
Nuwab has long deserved the sympathy of the Indian
community, A letter of thanks, or any other more sub-
stantial or approved method of shewing in what manner,
although he is the brother of Dost Mobamed, we can
appreciate his character and kindness, will be more pro-
ductive of good, and tend more to induce return of a ge-
neral good feeling towards us in Afghanistan, than might
be expected to follow from our notice of an individual.

*.* The chief part of the foregoing observations were printed
before the arrival of the mail despatches published to-day (June 6th,
1842); and scarcely any alteration has since been made in them. By
this time, in the common course of events, there can be no doubt
the heroes of Jellalabad have been relieved. The heroines are not
far off, and it is to be hoped that they will be saved harmless also.

It appears that the British army is about to proceed to Kabul.
The sooner they finish their investigations and their other work,
the better, whatever it may be. Shah Shuja is said to have been
assassinated. Afghanistan is a country that can never pay for its
occupation ; at present, it is in a state of anarchy in consequence of
his death, If so, Dost Mohamed is the only man in existence who
is capable of restoring it to a semblance of unity and prosperity ; and
I, for one, would venture to advocate his restoration—or rather his
liberation — conditionally, of course: there is no help for it; other-
wise we should have to remain in the country altogether. I would
supply him with a little money, allow him to go forward and manage
roatters in his own way, and he would soon be the Amir of Kabul



OBSERVATIONS ON AFGHANISTAN. XXXIX

again. There would be some difficulty, it must be allowed, in deal-
ing with the father as a king, after having put the son to death (sup-
posing he be proved one) as an assassin. But I do not think that
Dost Mohamed would behave the worse to us for the treatment
he has received at our hands ; he has always respected us, and will
have seen nothing in India to lessen his respect for us. Besides,
it would scarcely be in his power to injure us, as he would never
think of asking the Persians to assist him, unless he were fretted by
the Sikhs from the eastward, which we ought to take care that he is
not. His brother, the Nuwab, will never be our enemy. By the
treaty of Lahore, signed 26th of June, 1838, to which Lord Auck-
land, Runjit, and Shah Shuja, were parties, Shah Shuja disclaims all
title on the part of himself, his heirs and successors, to (amongst
other places) Peshawur, &c. If we cannot occupy the Indus as our
own, we might manage to occupy Peshawur, by a treaty with the
Sikhs, and so fortify the Khyber Pass as to secure it to ourselves
for the future. If we occupied Peshawur, or a strong fort near it,
there will be no fear of the commencement of hostilities by them.
It would lead to a rupture with them, and they know that we could
then take the Panjab. Towards the west, on the other hand, we
should, by such an arrangement, obtain a means of check upon the
chief of Kabul, by having it in our power to occupy Jellalabad.

Shah Kamran of Herat, a Sirdozye son of Mahmoud, the bro-
ther of Shah Shuja and Zimén, is also dead ; and this is the amount
of public information that has been received from that city. If
Dost Mohamed were restored, and Herat fell under the dominion
of the Barukzyes, so much the better for unhappy Afghanistan,
and none the worse for us. The intents of Russia and Persia are
not the same, as Persia must lose where Russian influence increases:
and whether anarchy or confusion may exist in Afghanistan, or
whether its parties may be held together by the vigorous govern-
ment of Dost Mohamed, we may be assured that if the heretic and
hated Shiahs from Persia, were again to attempt the reduction of
Herat, they would find that the Sunis would forget their own quar-
rels, and unite to defend it, and probably not less successfully than
before ; provided, of course, as already remarked, that they have
nothing to fear from the eastward.
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TRAVELS IN KASHMIR,

LITTLE TIBET,

&c. &c.

INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER.

I HAVE no intention of writing a detailed account
either of the “ways” or the “means” by which I
reached the north-western frontier of India, whither,
when I quitted England, I had not the smallest idea
‘of proceeding. I had calculated upon a voyage of
twelve or fourteen months, more or less, but did not
return until after an absence of seven years. To a
large proportion of my readers, however, the nar-
rative of the first part of my journey would have
proved but a useless description of well-trodden
ground. ‘

I left Southampton on the 16th October, 1832,
passed through France from Normandy to Marseilles,
and experienced a first seasoning to more than Eu-
ropean heat in the quarantine ground at Malta.

The captain of the little schooner in which we



4 CONSTANTINOPLE,

sailed, had been boarded by Greek pirates; and he
solemnly assured me that his wife, who was with him
at the time, and saw him beaten by them, was confined
shortly afterwards, and gave birth to a child bearing
on its body marks similar to, and similarly placed
with, those caused upon his own by the blows the
pirates had given to him. After this, I could not
much blame him for looking with a very suspicious
eye at every vessel that approached us, particularly as
his wife was now on board with us; nor for having on
board two large carronades, with a crew of three men
and the mite to work them ;_ nor for his giving an
order in the Black Sea, that a shot should be fired
across the bows of a boat containing some cabbages,
a man, and two boys, who seeing us becalmed, had
come several miles to sell us vegetables; nor for call-
ing me out of my berth three times in one night upon
false alarms; one of which I well remember was caused
by a fine English brig-of-war that we chanced to fall in
with, on a fine moonlight night in the Grecian seas.

I viewed the lions of Constantinople in the day-
time, and in the evening we had some difficulty in"
withdrawing our legs from under the well-known,
choice, and rounded mahogany of Mr. Cartwright,
the very Prince of Consuls-General.

I crossed to the Asiatic side of the Bosphorus,
(firing, by the way, at les dmes damnées, which, spite
of their name, I have more than once seen at rest on the
water), to shoot woodcocks behind the Giant’s Grave,
and returned to eat them under the hospitable roof of
my friend Mr. Hanson at Therapia. When shooting,
I refreshed myself occasionally with the fruit of the
wild medlar.



PHASIS— TREBIZOND. 5

We were drifting about for three-and-twenty days
in the Black Sea in search of Trebizond, because the
Captain 4had no chronometer on board; and, after
obtaining a near view of the southernmost mountains
and valleys of the Kaucasus, and then repassing Tre-
bizond, and looking at it without knowing it, we
found ourselves becalmed about six miles from the
shore, near the town of Phasis, the birth-place of
Lucullus and the pheasant.

We proceeded thither in an open boat, for the
purpose of inquiring where we were. The Governor
received us with greal civility and told us that we
were thirty or forty miles from our destination, which
we reached with hired rowers in eighteen hours, and
were not a little gratified at finding ourselves safely
housed as the guests of Mr. Brant, the English
Consul.

Our vessel arrived on the morrow, and we found
that we had been expected for some days, and that we
had passed and repassed the port without knowing it,
not only in full view of the Europeans who expected
us, but. being actually recognised by those who were
on the look-out; and more particularly by a French
gentleman, who had offered to lay a wager that it was
a “ miture Anglaise” which they were gazing at.

Trebizond is situated in the more open country,
at the extremity of a broad and beautiful bay; but the
mountains rise on either side of it, and those on the
northward, it being winter time, were thickly covered
with snow.

Trebizond is said to have been founded in the year
707 B.c. It was originally a colony from Sinope, the
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capital of Pontus, and the powerful opponent of Sylla,
Lucullus, and Pompey.

The sea in front of it was the first viewed by the
vanguard of the retreating soldiers of Xenophon; and
the badly scented honey, which caused an epidemic
among the Greeks, is now forbidden to be sold in the
bazaar of the modern Trapesis.

¢ Trebizond derived its wealth and splendour,”
says- Gibbon, * from the munificence of the Emperor
Adrian, who had constructed an artificial port on a
coast left destitute by nature of secure harbours. It
was taken and pillaged in the first expedition of the
Goths from the Ukraine, in the reign of Valerian,
A.D. 253-268. Its Dukes became independent of the
Greek Emperors in 1204, and it was taken by the
Turks under Mahomet II., in 1461, from David the
last of the Comneni.”

It now contains, I should think, about 80,000 in-
habitants. When viewed from the sea, its front is city-
like and imposing. Its old castle towers on the north
bank, and the southern end is occupied by the extended
walls and ramparts of the fort itself. From the hill
behind it, its situation and red-tiled roofs reminded
me of Hastings. Its streets are narrow, dark, and
filthy, and infested with dogs; but it is, nevertheless,
a place of rapidly increasing commercial prosperity, it
being the principal entrance through which British
manufactures find their way into the bazaars of Persia
from the westward ; and in case of war, it would be, I
imagine, a possession of great political value in the
hdnds of Russia. The Church of St. Sophia, built, it
is said, by Justinian, is an excellent specimen of By-
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zantine architecture, and would serve as a model for
an English villa; and the guardhouses and watch-
towers of the old Genoese, alike elegant in design and
romantically situated, on the summits of the lofty pre-
cipitous banks through which lies the highway to
Erzeroum and Tabriz, remain as lasting monuments
of the determination and solid enterprise of the char-
tered merchants of Pera. _

To a sportsman the neighbourhood offers consider-
able attraction. The bustard, which is well known in
the plains of India, which I have seen on the islands in
the Tagus and in the plains of Andalusta, and is still
more numerous in those of Hungary, is sometimes
met with near the Bosphorus, and is commonly shot
near Trebizond. The quail and little bustard make
their appearance in great quantities in the autumn;
and wild ducks, snipes, and woodcocks, are very abun-
dant. Of the latter I have known eighteen couple
killed by one person in a day.

I cannot pass without notice the very agreeable
sotrées at the residence of M. Outré, in whose draw-
ing-rooms we frequently met the other European con-
suls and employés ; amongst whom, Albanians, Turks,
and Greeks, with their ladies, the élites of the fashion
of the place, were moving in their native costumes, and
apparently much delighted with the attentions they
received from their amiable hostess and her fair
daughters.

I must always consider myself as very fortunate in
the kind and friendly attentions I received from my
travelling companion, Mr. Burgess, who, being in the
Persian service, was well acquainted with the road we
were about to travel. The cargo of our schooner,
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which was his property, was destined for the bazaars of
Tabriz; and, after the requisite preparations were
made for its transit, we bade adieu to our warm-hearted
friends at Trebizond, and set out with a large caravan
of laden mules for Erzeroum.

Nothing could be much more dreary and comfort-
less than the aspect of Kurdistan in the winter sea-
son. ‘The level ground was every where covered with
snow; but the mid-day sun was hot and the glare
oppressive. But we were compensated for riding all
day at a foot’s pace, by the knowledge that our read
was a safe one; and we gleaned amusement by shooting
wild ducks, which were plentiful where the stream
was unfrozen, and red-legged partridges, which were in
great abundance where the rock was bare. The Kiirds,
during the summer months, rove over the face of the
country, in search of fresh pastures and ‘an untasted
spring.” They are here to-day and gone to-morrow;
and the plundered traveller has no chance of redress:
but in the winter they make a virtue of necessity, remain
quietly in their villages, and administer to his wants.

The neighbourhood of a Kirdish village is often
treeless : it is first seen in the distance as a dark streak
upon the white unbounded and undulating waste ;
and, upon approaching it, it is found to be merely an
assemblage of most miserable huts by a stream side,
with low doors, no windows, and flat roofs, and every
thing blackened with the smoke of burnt cow-dung.
In the best house in the village there is usually a
raised platform, in one corner of the stable, parted
off -frem the residénce of its four-footed inmates,
—horses, cows, goats, and sheep; so that whatever
might be the temperature .of the external air, we were
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always warm enough within. Our only fear was of
vermin, and on this account I have reason to con-
gratulate myself upon having taken the precaution of
ordering the different articles of my bedding to be
made up in the shape of a sack. On the plain of
Erzeroum, the thermometer, on a morning in the
middle of February, fell to-15° below zero; but I was
clothed a la Tatare, with five pairs of stockings and
large travelling boots drawn over them, so that I felt
perfectly warm ; although the cold air, in concert with
a warm sun at mid-day, took the skin twice off our
faces, in the space of the month or five weeks that we
occupied, including a halt of a few days at Erzeroum,
in marching from Trebizond to Tabriz.

My friend’s Persian servant was frequently called
upon for a kaleGn, which he also handed to me;
and, as I was not in the habit of smoking one, I did
not at first use it quite to his satisfaction; he seemed
to lament my ignorance as a real misfortune, and re-
marked with quite a serious faee, * Inshallah! some
day the Sahib will do better.”

We visited the Pacha or Turkish Governor of
Erzeroum, at which place, thanks to Mr. Zohrab,
the resident English Consul, we found ourselves in
very comfortable quarters beneath his roof. On
our way eastward we slept at the little Armenian
convent of Uch Klisa. Before retiring to rest, I had
coursed, but uselessly, a very fine fox, and had killed
several wild fowl in the head waters of the Phrat
(Euphrates).

We passed the rocky fortress of Byazed (Bajazet),
and shortly afterwards crossed the frontier of Persia.:
The plains of Armenia were extended on our left, and
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seemred to be half overshadowed by the masses of cloud
that rested upon Ararat as a nucleus, and concealed all
but the base of the mountain from our view.

At Khoi, the ground was clear of snow; and I
first noticed the Bovra Korra (black breast), or large
partridge of the desert, that rose around me in great
numbers, and was constantly attracting my attention
by the gurgling chatter which they make whilst on
the wing.

We skirted the northern end of the salt lake of
Uramiyeh. Its shores seemed to be but one vast
morass, and its islands resembled so many rocky
mountain-tops. ¢ It extends,” says Major Rawlin-
son,* ¢ above a degree of latitude in length, and
about a third of that distance in extreme breadth.
The greatest depth of water that is found in any
part is four fathoms; the average depth is four feet ;
but its shores shelve so gradually that this depth is
rarely attained within two miles of land. The spe-
cific gravity of the water, from the quantity of salt
retained in solution, is great ; so much so, indeed,
that the Prince’s wvessel, of 100 tons burden, when
loaded, is not expected to have more draught than
three or four feet at the utmost. The heaviness of the
water also prevents the lake from being affected by
storms ; so that a gale of much wind can raise its
waves but a few feet; and as soon as the storm has
passed, they subside again into their deep, heavy, and
deathlike sleep. It is the old opinion that the waters
of the lake are too salt to support animal life. Geo-

* Vide Major Rawlinson’s ““ Journey from Tabriz to the Tukt-
i-Sulciman,” &c.; “Journal of R. Geogr. Soc.” vel. x. 1840.
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graphers of ancient and modern days all combine in
the assertion; and though fish certainly, and the
larger aquatic species, are not to be found in it, yet
the Prince assured me that, in his voyages, he had
repeatedly met with the smaller class of zoophytes,
and those too in considerable numbers.” Major R.
proceeds to adduce proofs of the existence of an old
causeway across the lake.

Tabriz, the capital of Azerbijan, has been often
described. It presents a large monotonous assem-
blage of flat-roofed, mud-built, and mud-coloured
houses, disposed in streets, intersected by numerous
streams, and interspersed with, and surrounded by,
numerous and extemsive gardens. It is situated in
an open and barren country, with low ranges of
mountains running across it in different directions.

The death of Dr. Cormick must have caused a
deplorable vacancy in the small circle of European
society in Persia ; and the loss of himself, as well as
of his hospitality, must have been much felt by suc-
ceeding travellers. After a long residence at Tabriz,
as the physician of the Prince Royal, Abbas Mirza,
he died, very much regretted, of fever, at Nishapur,
(where the rock containing the firoza, or turquoise, is
alone found), whilst on his way to join his royal
patron, then with his army in Khorasan.

I rode chupper (chupao*), as it is termed, from
Tabriz to Tehran, the distance being about the same
as the length of England. An order for horses was
procured for me, as is usual, addressed to the chiefs
of the different villages on the way; upon shewing

* Chupao, a foray or charge of cavalry.
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which they are bound to provide them: and those
who have travelled in this way, as I did, with my own
spurs, my Wilson saddle, and other men’s horses,
will, I am sure, agree with me in thinking that it is
not so bad a way of moving across a country, where
there is little that is interesting to detain them.

I passed a night, and suffered for it, at Miani,
celebrated for the size and number of its dark red-
coloured vermin; and left the ruins of the Castle
‘of Alamoot (the Eagle’s Nest) toward the celebrated
fortress and head-quarters of the Assassins and their
famous chief, the old Man of the Mountains, about
thirty miles to the north of me as I entered Kasvin.*

I arrived at the British palace at Tehran just in
time to change my dress, and sit down to a grand
dinner, given by Sir John Campbell to the Russian
Ambassador, Count Simonitch, and his’" numerous
suite, consisting of ten or twelve attachés, out of
which number I believe I am not wrong in saying
that there were not above three who were Russians
by birth. I had the honour of dining with his Ex-
cellency afterwards; we passed a most agreeable
evening ; and I shall not easily forget the goodness of
his wines or the finish with a favourite liqueur pre-
pared from the berry of the mountain-ash.

The front of the British palace at Tehran is or-
namented with a handsome white Doric portico, be-
neath which is a flight of steps, between two pro-
Jecting octagons that form the corners of the building.
The garden in front of it is thickly planted with rose-
bushes. The perfume of the yellow rose was quite

* Vide Taylor’s « History of Mohamedanism,” p. 233.
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oppressive ; and the whole place seemed to be alive
with nightingales.

The atmosphere of Tehran is very hot and un-
healthy during the summer months; and deaths from
eating unripe fruit are very common ; but we waited
there for the arrival of the Prince Royal, from a
successful campaign in Khorasan. The officers of the
British embassy, accompanied by myself and Capt.
Paxton, of the 4th Dragoons, who was going to Eng-
land overland from Bombay, rode out to meet him.
The Prince distinguished us in the crowd at some
distance, and immediately sent off a man at full
gallop, to present us with some sugar-candy, as a
momentary mark of his especial regard; and I had
the honour of being introduced to him as we rode
alongside his palanquin.

Sir John Campbell soon afterwards moved to his
camp, near the beautiful gardens of Avin, under the
Elborz mountains, accompanied by Lady Campbell,
his first assistant, Mr. (now Sir John) M‘Neill,
G.C.B., Mrs. MNeill, and Captains Shee and
M‘Donald, in command of the escort, and by myself,
whom he had kindly invited to remain with him as
his guest during the hot weather, which I whiled
away most agreeably. Capt. Shee, in whose society
I have passed many a pleasant hour, is since dead
at Madras, where he had rejoined his regiment
from Persia. I shall never forget the walk we had
together upon the Elborz, in search of wild sheep.
We found none, but we at last came to a place
which they had but lately quitted. We were pro-
bably never so tired in our lives as when we again
descended to the camp; whilst our guide, a very
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short, but very powerfully built, old man, had moved
over the rocky mountain sides, with the aspect of a
genius loci, and a strength and rapidity of stride,
‘that made us both ashamed of ourselves. There are
few people more capable of supporting fatigue under
privation than the Persians.

Mr. MNeill and myself went on a troutpﬁshmg
excursion to Lar, a very wild, rocky, and Ultima-
Thule-like looking valley, down which dashed our
stream, and at the bead of which arose the conical
peak of Demawnud, the highest mountain in Persia,
about 14,500 feet above the level of the sea. We had
-some excellent sport at Lar, killing six or seven dozen
of trout-a-piece on each day, not large certainly, but in
good condition for mountain fish. The best trout-
fishing in Persia, however, is, I am informed, near
Tabriz.

Near Avin, is the largest chenar, or platanus
orientalis tree I ever saw, measunng about sixty-four
feet in circumference, and having a copious stream
flowing from beneath its roots.

I made an excursion for a few days towards the
banks of the Caspian (which, by the bye, owing to the
carelessness of my guides, who, on a particular day,
took the wrong road, I did not see) ; and, after having
g0 long been accustomed to the flat and barren desert
. around the capital, I wandered with delight amongst
the forest-clad mountains and hoary precipices of Ma-
zenderan, where are to be found alike the production
of the cold seas of the north, of the woods of more
temperate climates, and those of the countries of the
torrid zone. I have eaten the salmon of the Caspian
whieh descend the Wolga, in Tehran, and have whipped
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tbe streams that flow into it to no purpose, it being
too late in the season.

The common pheasant is plentiful in different
places, and peculiar kinds of rice, and the (Hyrcanian)
tiger, and the little hump-bearing cattle of India,
(which latter, in particular, are not found in the inter-
vening countries) are, singularly enough, well known
to the inhabitants of these very beautiful and Areadian
regions. :

I left Tehran for the south, in company with the
Shab’s mehmandar (an officer appointed to take care
of a guest), who had. been sent to Bushir in- order to
attend upon the detachment of British officers that
were expected from India, under the command of Co-
lonel Pasmore.

Soon after arriving at Koshan (famous for the size
and number of its scorpions), I stro]led through the
bazaar, in my shooting-jacket, unarmed, and attended
only by a single servant. I was taken for a Russian—
the word passed from mouth to mouth — a number of
idlers gathered round me, and commenced hooting and
abusing me. The crowd thickened, my servant struck
one of the most forward, and the blow was instantly
returned by a fanatic mullah, against whom he dare
not lift his hand. I thought it best to beat a retreat,
and accordingly, I made a virtue of necessity. I or-
dered my servant to be quiet, and follow me, and then
walked away, trying to look careless and dignified,
with the crowd at my heels, and was lucky enough to
reach the end of the bazaar without further disturb-
ance, and the crowd scarcely followed me beyond it.

I reached Ispahan in about nine days, and soon
found myself laid up with a fever, which I had caught
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in a long and useless gallop after some wild asses that
had crossed our path in the desert, but a day or two
previously. In about a month I was enabled to call
upon the venerable Armenian archbishop, at Julfa, a
suburb of Ispahan, where I had been quartered near
the convent, and thanked him for his kindness in
putting up prayers for me, sending me some delicious
fruit, and a monk, who acted as my physician.

Julfa has been the grave of many an European,
whose tombstones are to be seen in the convent yard.
Thence I started with a caravan that was going to Shi-
raz, where we arrived after nine or ten long dreary
night-marches, over a country that has been well de-
scribed as ¢ divided into deserts that are salt and de-
serts that are not salt.” I rode a very fasi walking
horse, and was yet so weak from the effects of illness,
that I was glad to push him on a few hundred yards in
advance of the caravan, dismount, fall asleep for about
five minutes, and be awakened by my servants to be
up and off again after its rear had passed.

At one place—I forget its name—the Bactiari (Bac-
trians), as the nomade plunderers of these countries are
called, made their appearance after we had arrived at
our station, to demand blackmail of us. They were sit-
ting on the ground in a circle, as we arrived, and a more
savage set of ragamuffins I never beheld. They entered
the camp armed only with sticks, and commenced ex-
amining the merchandise, following up a refusal by an
unreturned blow. The chief, a man of about thirty-
five, took up a position not far from our quarters, and
I had thus an opportunity of observing him, and a
greater coxcomb in his manners I never saw. His
slim figure was clad in the common Persian cap, with
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a purple-coloured silk frock; and between the fore
finger and thumb of his left hand, he held a very
dandy French purse, made apparently of glass beads,
into which, with an air of the greatest nonchalance, he
dropped the pieces of money that were brought in to
him, as the holder of the common stock. The Bactiari
then withdrew on one side, for the purpose of dividing
their booty. Long and loudly did they vociferate dur-
ing the partition ; and as some of them were not satis-
fied, the chief quietly walked into the camp, attended by
a single follower, with sticks in their hands, and here
and there singled out some one whose property was
large enough to justify them in making a further de-
mand. I never saw such a blow given with a stick, as
that inflicted upon the bare head of a Persian who
attempted to resist a further inspection of his baggage.
I thought myself lucky in getting off for about a
pound, and I arrived at Shiraz without further molest-
ation, after having turned a little out of my way for
the purpose of visiting the aristocratic ruins of Perse-
polis, where, I regret to say, instead of exploring, I
was obliged to lie down and sleep.

At Shiraz I received much attention from Mr.
Littlejohn, who, having quitted His Majesty’s service
in India, was then in command of the troops of the
Prince of Shiraz, which he had brought into a very
respectable state of discipline. He introduced me to
the Prince, who, finding I was still weak from fever,
volunteered to send me some bark, and next morning,
a phial arrived, having been very nearly emptied of its
contents on the way.

Shiraz appeared to me to be one of the neatest and
most bustling towns in Persia, and its bazaar is the

VOL. I c
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finest in the country, on account of its extent, and the
loftiness of its arched roof. The Orientals often con-
struct an arch by the measurement of the eye merely, .
and rarely with a correct frame ; and though the work
is often beautiful to look at, yet in consequence of its
imperfection, the arch, which in all ruins, originally
well built, is the last to remain, is, with them, usually,
the first to fall.

Shiraz stands in a beautiful irrigated Vega, between
the barren ridges in its vicinity. I believe the waters
of Bendamir’s stream (Bund Amir, the Amir’s Dam),
contribute their quota to its verdure. A few villages are
scattered in different directions, and some lonely towers
standing here and there, like castles on a chess-board,
contain the remains of some unfortunate wretch who
has been bricked up alive. An uncle of the late Futi
Ali Shah®* (the very best man in his dominions), who
was opposed to his nephew at the time of his acces-
sion, was bricked up alive, after he had surrendered
upon a promise that his blood should not be shed.
When the British palace at Tebran was building, it
became necessary to open the room, and the skeleton
was found on all fours, as if in the act of tearing up
the earth with its finger nails.

I visited the tomb of Sadi, which stands by itself in
a recess, and that of Hafiz, which is not distinguishable
from a multitude of others around it. Both, if 1 recol-
lect rightly, were of stone, raised above the surface, and
rectangular in their construction, that of Hafiz being
the most ornamented with reliefs. A white-bearded
and good-looking old man, who had received inform-

* The king, victorious in the name of Ali the prophet.
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ation from my servant beforehand, came out with a

volume of Hafiz’s poems, and with a smirk on his
countenance proceeded to open it on the tomb, and

extract from it my ¢ Sortes Hafizian®,” and after
reading a little, proceeded to inform me that I was
travelling for my pleasure,—that I came from Europe
vid Tabriz, Tehran, &c.,—that I was going down to
Bushir, and thence to India, &c.

The wine of Shiraz is made, I believe, about fifty
miles west of the city. The best that I tasted was a
fine, powerful, and dry wine, not quite so dark as
brown sherry.

I quitted Shiraz under the protection of a retinue
who were escorting a young son of the Prince of Shiraz,
to a place of which he had just been appointed the
governor. Part of his road lay in the direction of
Bushir, and Mr. Littlejohn had introduced me to his
minister, who was travelling with him ; by this means,
I was protected through a country, where every one
was almost certain of being attacked and plundered
by a celebrated freebooter, Wuli Khan. The only oc-
currence which bore the smallest resemblance to a
skirmish, was the crossing of our path by a large herd
of wild hogs. The Prince gave the order to charge,
sabres were drawn, lances brought to the rest, and the
horses goaded to their speed; and had a real enemy
appeared, there could not have been a greater uproar.
But a scanty jungle of forest trees, and the rocky
nature of the ground, combined to check the ardour
of the cavaliers, who were obliged to return without
a single victim.

For the last three or four days I travelled with-
out escort, and so entered Bushir, where I arrived
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in a state of great debility. Before I reached the
town, I fell in with the Prince, and the officers of
the British Residency, on their return from hunting.
Thanks to the hospitality of Mr. Blane, and the
medical skill of Mr. M‘Kenzie, 1 was soon sufficiently
recovered to accompany them in their sports.

A plain, or belt of land, of three or four days’
journey in width, occupies the space between Bushir
and the chain of mountains that intervenes between it
and Shiraz. On the northern part of it there is a
great deal of cultivation; but the promontory at the
extremity of which the town is situated in many
places is a desert, and in others is covered with a low
jungle, affording shelter to different varieties of game.
We rode many a long and useless chase after the
antelope. We killed the ahubura, or Persian bustard,
by ordering the falconer to raise his hand as high as
possible on approaching any likely ground, and by this
means the bustard, usually extremely shy, was terrified,
and did not rise from the ground until we were within
shot of it. This bird is most delicious eating.

The keenness of sight displayed by the hawk was
perfectly astonishing ; I have seen him evince an ea-
gerness for flight when we could distinguish nothing
in any direction, and glide at once from the hand of
the falconer for 150 yards, to attack the ahubura on
the ground, where they had concealed themselves
amongst low bushes and patches of long grass, afford-
ing a shelter so thick as to have defied detection from
a human eye within a quarter of that distance. The
hawk thus flown was, I believe, the byri, or peregrine
falcon. The ahubura consults his own safety by
fighting with the hawk on the ground; and yet if he

™
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rises the falcon will not pursue him ; but a goshawk
is kept in readiness to strike him the moment he
takes wing.

Whilst I was at Bushir I had the pleasure of
meeting the detachment of officers under Colonel
Pasmore, who had just arrived from India; consisting
of Captains Laughton, Shiel, and Farrant, Dr. Grif-
fiths, and Lieutenant Powell, with whom were Capt.
Todd, the late envoy at Herat, Captain Stoddart, who
was lately detained and insulted at Bokhara, and Col.
Rawlinson, whose qualifications as a fine rider were,
I was informed, such as would ensure him the attach-
.ment of the Persian cavalry under his command, but
who, I need not remark, has since figured in the
more distinguished capacity of a fine writer. His
paper upon the site of the Atropatenian Ecbatana,
lately published by the Royal Geographical Society,
has been pronounced, by authority, to be the best that
has ever been communicated to any geographical
society, on any similar subject.

I gladly availed myself of the kindness of Lieu-
tenant Hodges, then in command of Hon. E. I. C.
schooner the Tigris, who offered me a passage to
Bombay, whither he was about to return immediately.
We touched at Basador, where I was driven about in
a tandem by Captain Poole. 1 stopped to inspect a
new garden which he had called into existence upon
the sand, and was amused by the gardener reporting
that one pea had made its appearance. I dined and
passed an agreeable evening at the house of Com-
modore Elwon; shot some desert partridge (Ptereo-
cles exustus), and shot atf some ahubura. I also wit-
nessed a most beautiful course, of three and a half
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miles in length, with a brace of greyhounds and an
antelope, which at length ran fairly away from them.

The above-mentioned officers are since dead, and
muth regretted by the service ; and to the memory of
Capt. Poole a tablet has been inscribed at the expense
of his shipmates.

We sailed over Oman’s dark water, and passed
the Guebers mountain with a leading breeze. We
partook of an excellent Christmas plum-pudding on
the 25th, and found ourselves at Bombay about the
1st of January, 1833.

A traveller upon arrival there finds:himself at
once, as it were, in the centre of India, and in all
the newness of Indian life. Hackney palanquins are
waiting for him on the shore ; swarthy servants out of
place press round him, with written characters in their
hands ; he is borne away to his hotel or his friend’s
house, and, ere he enters the gates of the town, he
gets a glimpse of the ramparts and the esplanade,
with its tents, bungalows, troops in review, camels,
natives and Europeans ; and behind all, he sees low,
black, and rocky ridges, that intersect the Island of
Bombay ; and his eye is attracted by the dark waving
foliage of the cocoa-nut and palm-trees, and the sepul-
chral towers that form the burial-places of the Parsis.
If, instead of entering the town, he has to pass through
the bazaar to his new home, he is amazed at the va-
riety of costume: Arabs, Turks, Persians, Parsis,
Afghans, Kashmirians, Lohanis, Sindis, Chinamen,
and Lascars ; and native Sepahis and British soldiers
and sailors are mixed up with the countless throng of
Hindustanis that impede the progress of his bearers.

The Parsis, however, are perhaps the most in-
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teresting, as well as the most wealthy and industrious,
of all the inhabitants of Bombay. At sunrise these
followers of Zoroaster may be seen upon the beach,
salaaming to their dazzling divinity ; hailing as a god
what the fevered European recognises and designates
as “the Enemy,” and repeating (from a small prayer-
book called the Khordeh-avesta) their prayers in the
Zend language, not one amongst a thousand of them
paying any attention to the meaning. A full account
of these religious ceremonies, &c. may be found in the
second volume of the translation of the ¢ Zend avesta,”
by Anquetil de Perron.

Whilst the divisions and subdivisions of the Hindu
Pantheon are almost infinite in number and variety,
the Gueber, his compatriot, discerns the united powers
of the Creator, the Preserver, and the Destroyer, in
the great source of light and warmth ; and looks upon
the most glorious object of material religion as the
natural and most fitting emblem of the Omnipotent
Deity.

-As the climate and gaieties of Bombay did not
tend much to the improvement of my health, I de-
termined, not having had the slightest intention of the
kind when I left England, to run up at once to the
cool air of the Himalaya; and, accordingly, after
having visited Elephanta, I started for Poona ; passed
through the cantonments of Ahmed Nagur and
Aurungabad ; visited the magnificent excavations of
Ellora; and thence on through Kanhur to Dhurum-
gam, the residence of Captain Outram, the Roland of
the Bombay army, and one of the best sportsmen in
India. He then commanded the native corps, as go-
vernor of the Bhil district, and has since made himself
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more generally known by his narrative of the late Cam-
paign in Afghanistan. His house was situated in the
midst of the wild jungles of Khandish, which formed
for him a park of endless extent, and a preserve
abounding with almost every kind of Indian game
(elephants excepted), from a gyal, or wild bull, to the
black partridge and the quail.

The large pillared hall in which we dined was
hung round with horns, skulls, skins, and other tro-
phies of the chase. Our party, consisting of eight or
ten, sallied forth in the morning, on foot, horseback,
or mounted upon elephants, according to the nature of
the sport which we were going to pursue ; and our even-
ings were enlivened by the presence of one of the
most attractive women in the Bombay Presidency,—of
whom, by the by, our host seemed determined to make
a sportsman. Accordingly, a half-grown leopard, re-
ported in the neighbourhood, being considered as a
fitting quarry, we all sallied forth, and formed a cres-
cent of elephants, around the bush in which our victim
was couched. The lady’s elephant, on which also
were Capt. Outram and myself, was then advanced in
front of the others. The leopard was aroused, and
the lady fired again and again; the leopard charging
mid-way between each shot, and then retreating;
whilst the movements of the excited elephant shook
the howdah with an uncontrollable violence, that made
it necessary to hold on from time to time, and ren-
dered the lady’s aim so unsteady that she fired no
less than eleven shots before the leopard was placed
hors de combat. Capt. Outram rarely went out tiger-
hunting without running some extraordinary risk.
On one day I saw two tigers killed in about twenty
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minutes ; another, which we viewed up a hill, was
supposed to have entered a small cave at the top of it.
Capt. Outram and Lieut. Cam, a fine young officer,
who were near the spot, ascended two small trees close
by, intending to wait until a reinforcement should
arrive. That on which the former was seated gave
way; he fell, and lay, stunned and senseless, on the
ground. His companion immediately descended from
his retreat, and stood over him with his double barrel,
until the arrival of assistance enabled him to move
from his perilous situation. I observed shortly after-
wards, with great regret, that Lieut. Cam had met
his death near Satara, by a charge from a gyal, that
had forced in his breast-bone.

The village of Ajunta, about twenty-five miles
from the plains of Assaye, had been our head-quarters
for a few days, and I employed a morning in visiting
the caves, not many years known to Europeans, which
are situated in the midst of the tiger country, and
nearly at the extremity of one of the deep and wild
ravines with which that part of the district abounds.
Troops of monkeys were gamboling on the branches
that overbung the precipice in which the caves are cut ;
and I saw a large bear, a nilghae,* and plenty of deer,
in their vicinity. The excavations are on a much
smaller scale than those of Ellora, and, as well as I
remember, are of the same character; and of the orna-
mental paintings of wreaths and flowers, &c. although
they are much effaced, a sufficiency yet remains to
prove that they were beautiful alike in arrangement
and execution.

* Blue cow.
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Horses were laid for me to Bharanpir, whose
former grandeur, as an Imperial residence, has long
since departed. It is now chiefly known as containing
the burial-place of the Bharers, or itinerant drapers of
India, who, for some reason or other, have still a wish
to be buried here rather than elsewhere.

I thence galloped on to the magnificent hill fortress
of Assirgurh, that rose on the horizon to the north-
ward. The scenery on the way was, I thought, the
* wildest I had seen in the plains of India, and the
.view from the summit of the fortress itself presents
one mass of jungle as far as the eye can reach. Hence
I rode to the Nurbudda, which I forded towards sun-
set, under the guidance of a native, and found myself
in the Presidency of Bengal. I passed in succession
through the out-stations of Mhow, Neemuch, and
Nasirabad, visiting Ajmer and Jypar in my way, and
riding on a camel for part of the distance.

Jypur I should imagine to be one of the finest spe-
cimens of a native city now existing in India. Its prin-
cipal streets are laid out at right angles, and I believe
by the assistance of an European architect; but the
general aspect of the place is purely Indian, and such
as it might have been in the days of the Mogul em-
perors. No British uniforms were then in the neigh-
bourhood, although their presence has since been ren-
dered necessary by the troubles connected with the
murder of Mr. Blake. The power of the sun’s rays
was rendered more intense by reflection, from the
whiteness of the houses, whose facades were often
ornamented with great elegance, and whose balconies
and windows were shaded and protected in a manner
that reminded me of Italy or Spain. The streets
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and bazaars were filled with innumerable red tur-
bans. Elephants (and amongst them that on which
I rode) were moving in different directions, bearing
the proud thakur, or noble, reclining in a gilt howdah,
beneath the shelter of an enormous umbrella of crim-
son silk ; and the haughty sons of Rajputana, appa-
relled as becomes the brave, were guiding their fierce
and half-broken chargers through the crowd, that
divided as they approached, and twisting their
moustaches with an air of the greatest indifference,
amidst the vociferations of despised and dusty-footed
pedestrians. A rocky and walled ridge commands
the town, if my memory serve me, within cannon-
shot, and from it flows, I believe, the stream by which
the gardens of the palace were irrigated. I well
remember their verdant beauty ; the marble fountains
and orange parterres were such as are depicted in the
« Arabian Nights,” and formed a strong contrast to
the desert of sand swarming with jackals, which now
runs up to its very walls, and threatens to overwhelm
it at no very distant period.

After visiting the lions of Imperial Delhi, I pushed
on through Kurnil and Paniput, in whose neighbour-
hood the destinies of India have been four times
decided. Between Kurnal and Sirhind is the Kuru
Kyt, or field on which was fought the battle between
the victorious Pandus and the Kurus, B.c. 1367.
Timur entered Delhi on the 12th December, a.p.
1398 ; Baber beat Ibrahim, 21st April, 1526 ; Nadir
Shah gained the battle of Kurnal, 13th February,
1789; and Ahmed Shah Abdali defeated the Mah-
rattas there, on the 6th January, 1761.

None but those who have suffered long and se-
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verely from the scorching heat of a tropical sun, can
form any idea of the delight with which, after en-
countering a most violent tufin, I found myself at
daybreak in the beautiful valley of Pinjor, and ap-
proaching the first ridges of the Himalaya, rising to
an elevation of 3000 to 4000 feet above me. The rain
had cooled the air; and invigorated by the mere anti-
cipation of contact with snow, I already breathed and
felt as though I had been in England.

At Subathi I was received by Dr. Gerard, the com-
panion of Lieut. Burnes in his journey to Bokhara, and
passed an agreeable evening in the society of himself and
his two brothers, Capts. A. and P. Gerard. Thence I
proceeded to the hospitable roof of my friend, Capt.
C. P. Kennedy, the political agent at Simla, whom
Mons. Jacquemont, in his letters, has immortalised as
“the prince of artillery officers;” and certainly no
other had a more extensive domain, enjoyed greater
power, or kept a better table, than he did.

I soon afterwards made a rash attempt to reach
the Borendo Pass; was stopped at Khotghur by the
rains, which commenced as usual with great violence
about the middle of June; and was thus forced to
return, and remain quietly at Simla, where I daily
felt my health improving under the united influences
of the place, good air, good cheer, and the kind
attentions which I received from my countrymen.-

Simla, the court sanitarium of Bengal, is alike
beautiful and singular in its aspect. The schistose
mountain-tops upon which it is situated rise to an
elevation of 6000 or 7000 feet above the sea, and
from one called Jacko, from the monkeys which may
often be seen upon it, and round which vultures and
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lammergeyers are for ever circling, is obtained a most
extensive view, stretching northward to the snowy
range of the Himalaya, averaging 19,000 feet in
height, and southward to the plains of Bengal and
the Panjab, and even, I should now think, to the Pir
Panjal of Kashmir ; although, not having as yet seen
it, I was unable, when at Simla, to detect it amongst
so many other mountain-ranges. A forest, chiefly of
pines, covered the sides and summits in every direc-
tion ; but is now much thinned by the clearance neces-
sary to the building of between 100 and 200 houses,
exceedingly neat and even elegant in their structure,
but which often pay heavily for their picturesque
situation ; for during the rains, the first question
asked was, not so often regarding a man’s health, as
whether his house leaked or not. That occupied by
the Governor-general stands conspicuously upon an
eminence in the vicinity of the bazaar; low, but
strongly built, and painted green. An excellent
bridle-road, for which the residents are, 1 believe,
mainly indebted to the orders of Capt. Kennedy,
circles round the mountain-sides for a distance of a
dozen miles, affording a changing succession of noble
Pprospects at every turn ; the snowy range being always
the most prominent feature in the landscape, except-
ing, perhaps, when, in early spring, the rhododendron,
there a forest tree of forty or fifty feet in height, and
very numerous in some places, covers the dell and its
banks with “ one scarlet gleam,” and rivets attention
and admiration by the extraordinary magnificence of
its flowers,

No one visits Simla without descending to Anna-
dale, to pay a rupi for seeing a mother put her child
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to sleep, by laying it so that a small stream of water is
allowed to pour for two or three hours upon the back
of its head. The natives say that it is a healthy prac-
tice; that their fathers did so before them ; and they
still continue to do so, although they admit that many
of their children die under such treatment.

The generality of the British officers, civil and
military, in India, are the finest fellows in the world.
Of gentle, perhaps of aristocratic lineage, and fresh
from the liberal education of a public school, a young
man arrives in India as in a new state of existence.
He suddenly finds himself in the possession of money,
and much that money can command ; and when the
first regrets at leaving England are over, he generally
allows himself to view every thing on its brightest
side, and the fire and the freedom of young and
British blood are evinced in the manly and unfettered
generosity of his disposition, and the fearless dare-
devilry with which he courts every danger, including
those of the sun and the hunting-field.

In Indian life there is one anomaly, and several
drawbacks, which it will take years, perhaps ages, to
remedy. The young sub. finds that a young lady pre-
fers a coloured coat to a red one; and he also finds
that, from a dearth of the commodity, he cannot choose
a wife when he wishes to do so. He is exposed to
the dangers of the climate, and the almost equally
dangerous vicinity of native females; and at a still
later period he finds himself under the necessity of
sending his children to England for their education,
and, perhaps, his wife is also obliged to go with
them for the benefit of her health. But for these
reasons, India might be rendered, what it cannot
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be whilst they exist — an English home in all senses
of the word.

There is no place where the empire of a pretty
woman is so extensive as in India; there is no place
where her pre-eminence is so distinguished, no place
where her merits and demerits are so canvassed and
compared ; consequently there is no place where my
fair countrywomen have more influence, or where it is
in their power to do so much good of every kind.

It is not to be denied that there never was such a
place as India for scandal. But the reason must be
sought for in the paucity of other materials for con-
versation, rather than in the frequency of real causes,
—which in fact do not exist, and cannot, I believe, as
Indian society is constituted, and Indian houses are
constructed, exist to any considerable extent.

Religion, it is to be regretted, owing to local reasons,
but partially occupies that position which it has a right
to. It yields to the force and frequency of temptation ;
it is kept in the background ; but it generally remains,
as it were, within hail; and although it is sometimes
lost sight of entirely, yet its ordinances are never treated
with open blasphemy or wanton disrespect.

The clergymen who are sent to India should be
men of the first talent in their profession. It is not
sufficient, in my humble judgment, that they be men
of piety, and reading, and benevolence. Of this class
there are many, and they do their duty to the utmost ;
but the good they do is merely stationary, and it does
not increase as might be wished. I venture an opinion
that they are not generally men of sufficiently com-
manding talent; and one of my reasons for thinking
so is, that although I bhave sometimes heard of such
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a one as “a clever man,” yet, during the whole
time I remained within the Company’s territories, I
rarely remember to have been advised to go and hear
Mr. Such-a-one because he was a fine preacher. I
think that the good which might be done by clergy-
men who are attractive in the pulpit by their elo-
quence, their sincerity, and in society by the superior-
ity of mind, manners, and character, would be very
great indeed. Many would go to hear them regularly
who now never resort to a place of worship at all; the
churches would be crowded ; and the influence of such
a man would be felt to an extent that would soon alter
the tone of society for the better. I think therefore
that nothing should be withheld which would induce
clergymen of this description to go out to India.

When a young civilian or soldier becomes a
diplomat, or a ¢ bahadur,” or great manm, in the
public service, it is not without some risk of losing
a portion of that amiability of character by which
he has hitherto been distinguished. He has seen in
most cases but little of the world; and as he thinks
that the eyes of the world are upon him, the pleasure
of power is sometimes too much for him. His city is
a country of itself; the limited sphere of his dominion
is a monarchy of which he would be the autocrat;
the little brief authority with which he is invested
is watched over with a jealousy that is injurious
rather than beneficial to the interests of the Com-
pany ; and nowhere should a superior be compelled
to a more rigid notice, and report, of the services and
merits of those beneath him, than in India.

I think I should as soon forget the warmth of the
climate as the warmth of the hospitality of India.
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There are not, as is well known, any inns excepting
at or near the capitals; and the traveller in the
Presidencies reposes quietly in his palanquin as he
moves across the jungle, with the certainty of finding
as kind a reception in the house he is going to, as he
experienced in that which he has quitted on the pre-
ceding evening. His host is ready to lend him
every thing that is lendable. If he be a sportsman,
he has only to express a wish, and a tent is pitched
for him in the jungle ; and elephants (if his host have
the command of any), dogs, guns, and beaters, are at
his disposal. If, as he proceeds, he prefer riding, his
palanquin is sent on in advance, and horses are laid
for him at intervals of ten or twelve miles, more or
less; so that a gallop of thirty or forty miles before
breakfast is a very common occurrence, and a very
agreeable way of travelling it is.

Of such stuff, then, are composed the officers of
an army whose admirable and uncompromising dis-
cipline is sufficient in most cases to prevent, and in
all cases to correct, the forgetfulness of that gentle-
manly or officerlike feeling and conduct, which might
result from the abuse of too much liberty, in the hands
of the young and inexperienced —a discipline whose
unparalleled and commanding influence has amal-
gamated the prejudices of caste, has enlisted to itself
the haughty chivalry of the Rajput, the privileges of the
aristocratic Brahmin, and the stern pride of the
bigoted Mahometan; all of whom, absorbed in the
firmest reliance on the good faith of their employers,
and united in their wonderful attachment to the
British uniform, would seem, to a man, to have for-
gotten that their wars are civil wars, that the banners

VOL. L D
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under which- they fight are those of their invaders,
that the enemy against whom they are marched are
their own countrymen, and that the arena for the dis-
play of their military prowess is generally neither
more nor less than the surface of their native soil.

The rains lasted till the middle of September, and
I at length listened with pleasure to the low and conti-
nued muttering of the thunder which always portends
their exhaustion, and gave assurance of release from
them, and the possibility of travelling without further
interruption. I started across the mountains for Mes-
suri, which, I need scarcely remark, is also a Bengal
sanatorium. On the way, Mr. Lee Warner, my compa-
nion, and myself, received an invitation from Major
Everest, Surveyor-General of India, at that time on
the Chir, conducting the grand trigonometrical sur-
vey, and of whose hospitality I shall ever retain a
grateful recollection. The Chir is one of the noblest
second-rate mountains in the world ; its height is up-
wards of 12,500 feet ; its sides are clothed with a dark
and dense pine forest, many of the trees of which are
immensely large, both in girth and height. Almost
every animal that is found, either in the plains or the
mountains adjoining them, is, no doubt, an inhabitant
of its immense and gloomy jungles.

After winding our way through this jungle, by the
steep and somewhat difficult path which led towards the
summit, we found we had surmounted the limit of forest
(11,500 feet) and emerged upon some rocky scenery
and a beautiful park, whose soft and extensive lawns
were thickly covered by a carpet of wild strawberry, or
potentillas. The camp of our host was pitched as near
as possible on the very top, and our chief object was
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to keep ourselves warm. The tent in which we dined
was furnished with a lighted stove, and the entrance
carefully closed against air, whilst we drank our wine
and talked to a late hour above the clouds. On the
huge granite rocks that formed the very apex of the
mountain, the labourers in attendance had formed a
platform of loose stones, purposely carried thither, and
in the centre of it they planted a mast, as a mark for
the survey. Several that they had previously raised
on other summits were visible only by the aid of the
theodolite; and a powerful heliotrope (in use at Sa-
haranpur in the plains) might, it was supposed, have
reflected the sun’s rays towards us from a distance of
sixty miles.

* I can never forget the glorious view of the snowy
range, some sixty or seventy miles from us,’in a
straight line from this spot, as the morning broke
over the sacred peaks of Jumnutri and Gangutri;*
the latter being still farther removed from us to the
eastward.

The entire range of the Himalaya, upon whose most
elevated pinnacles (20-25,000 feet) the rose-coloured
light seemed to pause before it ventured into the yet
gloomy atmosphere to the southward of it, was -ex-
tended from west to east as far as the eye could reach,
rearing itself high and magnificently above the upper
surface of the dense strata of clouds that covered the
great valleys at its base, like the turbulent billows of
an inland sea. Into these were projected a number of
black promontories, formed by the pine-covered ridges
of the intervening mountains, and which again were

* Sources of the Jumna and the Ganges.
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partially hidden, or occasionally insulated, by the
detached and slowly moving masses of mist that some-
times rolled over them, and descended their sides with
a regularity resembling that of a flood.

- It was worth a fever, and a journey from Bombay, to
see the sun topping the summits of Bunderpich- (the
monkey’s tail). The chilled and frosty air became
instantly and perceptibly warmer, as he appeared in
the heavens above them, and the smoky sameness of
all around and beneath was succeeded by the natural
hues of daylight, combined with the utmost grandeur
and distinctness of outline. The rich, tawny, autum-
nal colour that overspread the immediate foreground,
was finely contrasted with the grey granite rocks with
which it was strewed, the ledges of the same formation
by which it was intersected, and the dark verdure and
bleached trunks of the fir-trees on the limit of forest
that girdled round the shoulders of the mountain, some
hundreds of ‘feet below us. Some of the bungalows,
at the eastern end of Simla, twenty-six miles distant,
were plainly to be seen with the naked eye; and the
village of Serai, from which we had ascended, was only
discernible as a speck, with its patches of red and
yellow batu * on the hill-sides, at a depth of three thou-
sand feet beneath us. To the southward, the view was
of a different character ; but its boundless extent was
a compensation for its inferior grandeur. Near the
base of the mountain, but hidden from us was the large
village of Nahun, not far from whence were discovered
the fossil remains (and the Sivatherium amongst them),

¢ The plant known as the cock’scomb, both in English and in
Persian (Amaranthus cruentus). Bread-cakes, made from the seed,
are a common food with the peasants of the Himalaya.
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which have been given to the scientific world by the
united labours of Dr. Falconer and Captain Cantley.
The snug and beautiful undulations of the Dhera
Dhiin were not perceptible on account of the distance ;
and the low hills of conglomerate, known by the
name of the Sivalik range, by which the Dhin is se-
parated from the spurs of -the Himalaya, seemed to
be of pigmy heights, although the highest of them,
close to the Timli pass, and thirty-six miles distant,
which had been selected as a station by the officers
of the grand trigonometrical survey, and on which
glistened another heliotrope, is more than two thousand
feet above the sea. Town after town, mere inequa-
lities on the surface of the plains, were pointed out
to me in succession ; and the minars of Imperial Delhi,
or at least its locality, are, I was told, though I could
not then discern them, sometimes visible on the hori-
zon from the summit of the Char.

We descended and proceeded on our march to
Missuri, —more properly, I believe, called Munsuri.
Amongst some of the natives of the Alpine Bengal,
a custom, it is well known, prevails, of one woman
being married to a whole family of brothers. My
classical companion pointed out to me the following
passage of Cesar’s ¢ Commentaries,” shewing that a si-
milar custom existed amongst the ancient Britons :—
¢« Uxores habent deni duodenique inter se communes,
et maxime fratres cum fratribus, et parentes cum li-
beris. Sed si qui sunt ex his nati, eorum habentur
liberi, a quibus primum virgines quaque ductz sunt.”
—Czxsar de Bello Gallico. Lib. V. Cap. xiv.

Of Simla and Missuri, I scarcely know which I
should prefer as a residence ; though the vicinity of so
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sporting a place as the Dhera Dhiin, and the more
easy attainment of the sources of the Ganges and the
Jumna, are considerable advantages enjoyed by the
latter.

A great number of the houses at either place are
occupied by ladies who are obliged to remain there
for the benefit of their health, and whose husbands
cannot obtain leave to accompany them. These ladies
are known by the well-selected epithet of ¢ Grass
Widows ;” and there are sometimes more than fifty
of them at each sanatorium.

At Missuri I found a home at Newlands, the resi-
dence of my friend Captain Morse Cooper, which soon
afterwards, and within the space of a few months, was
twice destroyed by lightning, to which its isolated
situation, which was perhaps the most beautiful at
Missuri, could not but expose it.

I thence descended into the Dhiin, and drank the
waters of the sacred river at Hurdwar (Hurri-Dur-
wasu, the Gate of Vishnu), having thus arrived

“ Ad usque
Decolor extremo qua cingitur India Gange.” —
Ovip, Met. Lib. iv.

Hurdwar is to the Hindus what Mecca is to the
Mahometans, and hundreds of thousands are assem-
bled there when the great fair takes place. Above
Hurdwar, the stream of the river, after it issues
from the mountains, is deep, clear, and rather rapid;
and the sportsmen of Bengal repair to its banks to
catch fever and mahasir, a fish that rises to a fly, like
a salmon, and affords very good sport, although not
so active when hooked. The Dhiin would have been
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a valley resembling that of Kashmir had the Sivalik
range been raised to a greater height. It is, however, a
most picturesque spot, containing in some places a pro-
fusion of game, from a quail to a wild elephant. Here
also is the Fort of Kalunga, where General Gillespie
was killed, and the king’s troops were a moment
beaten off by the determined valour of the Gurkhas.

Of all the nations on the confines of India, the Ne-
palese are by far the most formidable, and bear by far
the most deadly hatred to the British power, beneath
which they were forced by Sir David Ochterlony to
succumb. There is not a large town in India where
they have not one or more secret emissaries, doing
their utmost to injure us; and no new movement of
importance is introduced into her Majesty’s army
which may not soon afterwards be observed upon the
parade-ground of Katmandu, their capital.

But all their efforts must remain as useless as they
are at present; for although the lance, sword, and
matchlock may be, as they often have been, formidable
in the hands of a native Sepahi, if no other weapon
but the bayonet or the carabine existed to oppose
them, yet the British artillery, speaking in a voice of
thunder from Cape Comorin to the Himalaya, exists
as an arm which must always give us the victory, and
in the scientific use of which all merely native com-
petition must be utterly futile.

I must not forget to mention that I again, en
passant, paid a visit to the Surveyor-General in the
Dhin, where he was encamped, for the purpose of
measuring a base of verification, seven miles in length,
the jungle being first cleared for that distance, and
the level being carried across numerous hollows by
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means of movable wooden bridges. The manner in
which every thing was conducted appeared to me to
be most admirable, and the whole establishment was
on a scale that was worthy of the best days of the
Hon. E. I. Company.

‘My permission to cross the Sutlej and visit Kash-
mir, provided that the Maharajab, Runjet Singh, had
no objections, was forwarded to me at Meerut. I was
present at the Allyghur races, the best in the north of
India, and saw the shine taken out of the Bengalis by
the Mull (Madras) horse, Salonica, a splendid grey
Arab, so called ; though, from his height, it may be
much doubted whether he was of the pure blood ; and
especially as it is known that the dealers on the
Arabian coast have crossed their breed of horses with
the Persian, thereby attaining a greater stride, and a
horse better adapted to the turf, and the eye of an
English customer in India. I thence passed on to
Agra to see all that remained of the magnificence of
the Moguls ; —the Taj,* the Moti Musjid,t the ruins
Futipur Sikri,} and Sekundra, the tomb of Akber,—a
truly splendid, imposing, and effective structure, but
not more so than the memory of so great a man
deserves. I also made a short excursion to Dig and
Bhurtpir, and whatever was to be seen in the neigh-
bourhood.

To the great kindness of my friends Mr. and
Mrs. Boldero I was indebted, among other things,
for a visit to Khasgungi, the residence of the late
Colonel Gardner, whose distinguished career in India

* Taj Mabal, the crown of the Harem.

1+ The pearl mosque. 1 The city of victory.
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has rendered his name familiar with every Europcan
in the country. I was fortunate in being present at
the marriage of his grandaughter with Unjim Shikoh,
one of the Princes of Delhi, or Timurians, as they
are generally called,—a much more correct name for
the Indian Emperors than that of Mogul. Our morn-
ings were spent in shooting and chita-hunting, or
rather hunting antelopes with a chita. I shot mullet
as they rose to suck at the surface of the Khasgungi
stream ; and the jungle near the banks of the Ganges
contained florican and wild ducks and geese, the latter
being abundant in some places. Mr. Gardner’s dogs
were suddenly attacked, when on the water of the
Khasgungi stream, by a dozen otters, but not one of
the latter were to be found upon our repairing to the
spot the next morning; they had travelled a long way
in the night, and it was too hot to follow them after a
certain hour. We both fired at the same time at a
large alligator, and killed him ; and after trying which
could cut the hardest with a sword, one of the servants
in attendance chose to examine the contents of his
stomach, and directly pulled out a human arm.
Chita-hunting has been often described, but it
requires strong epithets to give an idea of the chita’s
speed. When slipped from the cart, he first walks
towards the antelope, with his tail straightened and
slightly raised, the hackle on his shoulder erect, his
head depressed, and his eye intently fixed upon the
poor animal, who does not as yet perceive him. As the
antelope moves, he does the same, first trotting, then
cantering after him, and when the prey starts off,
the chita makes a rush to which, at least I thought so,
the speed of a race-horse was, for the moment, much
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inferior. The chitas that bound or spring upon their
game are not much esteemed, as they are too cunning ;
the good omes run it fairly down. When we consider
that no English greyhound ever yet, I believe, ran
fairly into a doe antelope, which is faster than the
buck, some idea may be formed of the strides and
velocity of an animal who usually closes up with her
immediately, but fortunately cannot draw a second
breath ; and, consequently, unless he strike the ante-
lope down at once, is instantly obliged to stop, and give
up the chase. He then walks about for three or four
minutes in a towering passion ; after which he submits
to be again helped on to the cart. He always singles
out the biggest buck from the herd, and holds him by
the throat until he is stifled, keeping one paw over
the horns to prevent injury to himself. The doe he
seizes in the same manner, but is careless of the posi-
tion in which he may hold her.

The speed of the caracal, or Indian lynx, is, if
possible, quicker in proportion than that of the chita.
I saw one slipped at a grey fox, and he ran into him
as a dog would at a rat. He often catches crows as
they rise from the ground, by springing five or six
feet into the air after them.

The intimacy that existed between the Colonel’s
family and my last-mentioned friends, procured me the
distinguished honour of an introduction to Mrs. James
Gardner, a niece of the King of Delhi, and the most
celebrated native beauty in India, whom no European
gentleman, Mr. Boldero and one medical officer ex-
cepted, had ever been permitted to set eyes upon.
Report had certainly not belied her countenance,
which was the finest I ever saw in the East. In her
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figure were united the graceful proportions of the In-
dian with the more rounded outlines of the European.
Her hand and arm were a study for a sculptor; and
the utmost regularity of feature, composed of the most
perfect and delicate curves, was lighted up with a fire
and expression that made her a fitting study for her
renowned ancestor, the haughty and impetuous Nur
Jehan Begum, the light of the world.

The marriage which I witnessed, was conducted
on a scale of splendour that could, I thought, have
been hardly exceeded even in the best days of the
Moguls. There was every where a confusion of shawls
and brocades, and Nautches, fireworks, illuminations,
and processions ; the Huli* and the exhibitions of the
strolling mimics and mountebanks were the order of
the day and night, and kept up the most lively interest
in the scene.

For three days before that on which the marriage
was to take place, the high contracting parties were
crammed, according to custom, with sweetmeats and
bonbons, and were literally permitted to eat nothing
else, the bride in particular being allowed to do nothing
else ; she sits up in state, surrounded by her friends
and relations, and scarcely moves, excepting when she
retires to rest. The consequence was, that the bride-

* Throwing red powder at each other, and then squirting water
upon the soiled garments, seems to constitute the principal part of
the sports of the Huli, which had its rise in some festive observauce
connected with the conversion of a Hindu to the Mahomedan faith.
I have seen two battalions of Runjit's favourite troops drawn up
before him, facing inwards, at a distance of two yards apart, and
then creating a mimic smoke by throwing red powder in each other's
faces, to the infinite amusement of the Maharajah and his durbar.
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groom, when mounted on his elephant, bearing a silver
howdah, himself being dressed in a gorgeous costume
of cloth of gold, had the aspect of a man going to be
hanged rather than to be married, and to this day I
have not forgotten the despairing, d—n-those-sweet-
meats-like look which he gave me as he passed.

I was admitted, as a great favour, to see a custom
peculiar, I believe, to the Timurians, and which, per-
haps, no European ever saw before. Immediately
after the marriage ceremony the bridegroom has the
bride taken to his home; but before she quitted her
palanquin, which was set down close to it, she thrust
her bared foot—a very pretty one, and dyed with henna
at the extremities—through the sliding doors, and the
bridegroom touched her great toe with the blood of a
goat, which I saw him kill with his own hands, whilst
yet in his bridal dress and turban, by then and there
cutting its throat. When this was done, the bride
withdrew her foot, and I made my bow, and the bride
and bridegroom retired to their inner apartments.

The story of Mulka Begum, or Mrs. James Gard-
ner, is romantic and interesting, and I give it as it was
detailed to me by her husband.

Col. Gardner had always looked upon the Hazur
(the Presence, as her father the king’s brother was
termed) in the light of an old friend. The Colonel
in early life married a Begum of the house of Cambay,
and Mulka Begum having been separated from her
first husband, who was her cousin, and is, I believe,
the present King of Delhi, had been promised in mar-
riage to her present husband, the second and only son
of the Colonel. Her own and favourite sister was
married to the late King of Lucknow, and when on a
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visit to her, his reprobate majesty chose to fall in love
with her ; and as the attachment was all on his side, he
chose to play the tyrant, and made her a close prisoner.

Col. Gardner, instigated by those chivalrous feelings
which were interwoven in his character, and thinking
himself, moreover, under all circumstances, in every
way justified in doing so, determined to attempt her
rescue ; and by dint of bribery, and some fighting, suc-
ceeded in carrying her off from Lucknow, and eventually
received herself, her father, and several of her brothers,
as his guests at Khasgungi. Mulka was provided with
apartments in a bara deri, or pavilion, in the centre of
the Zunana Gardens; but the “mille custodie” were
of no use; messages were passed between her and
her present lord, encouragement was given, the wall
was scaled, interviews were granted, they determined
not to wait any longer, and an elopement was agreed
upon.
Had her brothers known of it, they would have
put her to death rather than permit her to have taken
such a step. The river of Khasgungi is about three-
quarters of a mile from the Colonel’s house, and if
she could reach the opposite bank all beyond was
safe. Accordingly, a palanquin, with forty bearers,
was in readiness without the wall, and small fighting
detachments, composed of adherents and individuals
that could be depended upon, were stationed at short
intervals to offer opposition to pursuit, and the pa-
lanquin contained a pair of loaded pistols, with which
its inmate would have destroyed herself sooner than
have fallen into the hands of her infuriated brothers.
The latter, however, only appeared in time to see
the palanquin arrive at the brink of the stream, and
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then retired in a rage; whilst Mr. Gardner escorted
his beloved charge to his residence at Kutchora,
some fifteen or sixteen miles distant.

A legal marriage soon afterwards took place, and
all parties are now reconciled. His father, however,
was 80 much incensed with him for the breach of con-
fidence, that he refused to see or hear from him for a
great length of time, and his anger would have con-
tinued, had not his son one day received intelligence
of his being on the banks of the stream. He embraced
the opportunity, rode through the water, threw himself
at his father’s feet, and implored his forgiveness,
which was granted ; and the gallant old Colonel, who
had never seen the face of his daughter-in-law, was
now, of course, introduced to her. Not many days
had elapsed before he told his son, that though his
opinion of his conduct could not but remain un-
changed, as far as principle was concerned, yet that
he had ceased to be surprised at it, after he had wit-
nessed her extraordinary beauty.

I now hastened away to Lodiana, and was most
kindly received by Capt. (now Sir Claude Martine)
Wade, C.B., the then Sikh political agent, until per-
mission arrived from Runjit for me to cross the Sutlej
and visit Kashmir.

One of the government treasure-chests was robbed
whilst I was at Lodiana, and after all ordinary means
for detection had been resorted to, it was determined
to adopt some that are in use amongst the natives them-
selves. The opposite ends of two arrows are held by,
or rather laid upon, the hands by two persons placed
opposite to each other. They are also parallel to, and
just far enough apart from, each other, to allow of the
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suspected person’s hand being held between them.
The ends of the arrows, in fact, merely rest upon the
fingers. If the person be guilty, the arrows, unless
grasped so as to prevent them from doing so, are sup-
posed to close upon the inserted hand. I held them
at one end, and the arrows certainly closed upon it;
but I attribute it to the natural inclination of the hand
to shut, after having been wearied by any particular
position. A descendant of the Prophet, who knew the
Koran by heart, then took the man aside, and adjured
him to confess, but to no purpose.

Chewing rice is another mode which I saw prac-
tised, and must be a terrible ordeal to a frightened
man. The Sepahis were all placed in a circle, and a
quantity of dry rice was given to each, which they
began to chew, no water being allowed them. Fear
sometimes prevents the saliva from flowing, masti-
cation becomes impossible, and the criminal is often
forced to confess. All, however, was ineffectual in
this case, and the robbery, which was committed by
the Sepahi on guard, was not proved against him until
months afterwards.
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CHAPTER 1II.

ON the evening of the 1st of June, 1885, I quitted
Lodiana, for the mountains, in Capt. Wade’s carriage,
accompanied by himself and some other officers, who
were on leave of absence, in order to enjoy the cooler
air of Simla. We proceeded in a northerly direction to
our resting-place, where our tents were pitched for the
night.

The sun arose the next morning with its usual
brilliancy, but a fall of rain had dispelled the feverish
heat of the preceding day, and we enjoyed an exhila-
rating canter over the flat, open greensward on the
banks of the Sutlej, which I alone, the envied of my
companions, was so soon about to cross, ‘on my way
towards the untried and fairy wilds of far-famed
Kashmir.

Mile after mile of the most northerly confines of
British Hindustan were rapidly passed over; villages
were neared, and receded in the distance; and every
stride added distinctness of shape and colouring to the
low and rugged acclivities that rise abruptly from the
level of the plains, and form the first stepping-stones to
the more gigantic peaks of the Himalaya.** We thus
avoided exposure to the sun at noonday, and arriving

* Him or hem, snow; and Alaya, a place.
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at Rupur by eleven o’clock, we immediately took up
our quarters in a summerhouse belonging to the Rajah,
situated in a garden adjoining his own residence. In
the afternoon we were accommodated with elephants,
and proceeded to visit the environs of the town. I was
mounted upon a young one, who was not above four
feet six inches high; he had a ring in his ear, by
which his keeper led him to the right or left, and he
walked away merrily at the rate of four miles an hour.

From an eminence on the north, we obtained a
good view of a place that is probably destined to be-
come of very considerable commercial importance, and
one at which, some time hence, a fair may be held, that
will diminish the number of the trading devotees at
Hurdwar * (although that place is situated at the de-
bouchure of the Ganges upon the plains), when water
conveyance is in full play on the Sutlej. The moun-
taineers who frequent the annual fair at Rampur,t five
days’ march inland from Simla, will then be induced to
extend their pilgrimage to Rupur, 1 if not to Lodiana,
where they will find a market well-stocked with British
manufactures, and a ready sale for their Tibetian shawl
wool.

The town of Rupur, otherwise insignificant, and
previously unheard of, excepting in the north of India,
has become a place of notoriety, on account of its hav-
ing been the scene of meeting between the Governor-
General, Lord W. Bentinck, and Runjit Singh, in
October, 1831, a full account of which will be found
in Prinsep’s ¢ Life of Runjit Singh.” The magnifi-

* Huri Durwasu, the gates of Huri or Vishnu.
1+ The City of Rama. i The City of Silver.
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cence displayed there procured for it, as is well known,
the appellation of “the Field of the Cloth of Gold.”

The revenue of Rupur, one of the protected Sikh
states,* amounts to 60,000 rupees (6000..) yearly. The
Rajah has no children, and consequently, after his
death, the whole of his territory will lapse to the East
India Company; although his anxiety to transmit his
possessions to his posterity has shewn itself in the
adoption of a child, whom he vainly hopes will be al-
lowed to succeed him.

The Sutlej, or Hyphasis of the Greeks, and the
Satudra, Sutluk or Garra of the Hindus, washes the
eastern extremity of the first low ridge that descends
upon it from the north-west, and thence commences its
course over the plains of India. It is a noble stream,
thirty feet deep, and more than five hundred yards in
breadth. The country on the left bank continues open
for several miles farther to the north-east. Two valleys,
in fact, lie to the right and left, as we approach the
mountains : that on the left is called Makowal, and is
green, fertile, and watered by the Sutlej; on the right
commences that of Pinjor, and that again is connected
with the Dhera Dhiin,t both already noticed in the
introductory chapter. The Pinjor valley is watered by
a small stream called the Sirsa, and by another that
flows from the Khundalu lake.

On the next morning we marched along the left
bank of the Sutlej, and arrived at a place called Ke-

* For the account of the treaty or declaration under which
the numerous Sikh states eastward of the Sutlej are protected by
the East India Company, vide Prinsep’s ¢ Runjit Singh,” p. 72.

+ Dhera is a station ; and Dh(n is a low valley at the foot of
a mountain.



54 SACRED PEACOCKS.

rutpor, where, in a grove or tope of mangoe-trees, which
threw a most grateful shade over the whole encamp-
ment, the Rajah had constructed two temporary build-
ings of thatch-work, for the reception of Capt. Wade
and his guests. On the summit of the bank that
arose near the grove, was an elegant Hindu temple,
approached by one of the grandest flights of stone
steps I have ever seen. Around it the alluvium was
broken and divided into hillocks and pinnacles, by
the effect of the rains, and on every pinnacle sat a
wild peacock, who, doubly protected by his own divine
character, and the acknowledged sanctity of the place,
displayed his gorgeous colours to the setting sun, with
as much unconcern as if he had been lording it over
his companions in an English farmyard.

At a very early hour the next morning I galloped
to Anandpur* situated seven miles farther up the
valley. In the distance it appears to be an insignifi-
cant place, but improves upon a nearer acquaintance ;
and I found that it contained several large brick
buildings, with flat roofs and windowless walls, that
gave it a sombre but rather imposing aspect. The
most interesting object in the landscape is the cele-
brated peak of Nina Devi, which rises in the back-
ground to an elevation of about 3000 feet above the
town. The outline of its summit is singularly like
that of a Sikh turban, which leaves an end falling down
the back of the neck, and is wound in thin and scanty
folds around the head, after the long hair has been
gathered into a ball over the forehead ; so that it pro-
jects more in front than in any other part.

* Anandpur, the City of Peace.
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“The Sikhs,” says Mr. Prinsep, in his preface
to the Life of Runjit Singh, ¢ are a religious sect
established in the time of Baber, by Nanuk Shah, the
propagator of the doctrines of universal toleration, and
the zealous projector of an union of faith between the
Hindus and Mahommedans, on the basis of the unity
of the godhead. The sect was continued, and its
tenets and creed embodied in sacred volumes, called
Grunths, by a succession of ten sainted gurus or
priests, ending with Guru Govind, who lived in the
time of Aurung Zeeb, and who, meeting persecution,
and afterwards taking advantage of the then weakness
of the empire, and the troubles consequent upon his
death, converted his followers from peaceable and
industrious citizens into deadly enemies to the Moghul
empire and the Mooslem faith,” &c.

Baba Nanuk respected the civil institutions of the
Hindus; but Guru Govind Singh abolished caste,
and was, of course, immediately joined by those whom
its thraldom had for ages precluded from eminence.
The young Sikh was then, as now, like the ancient
Scythian, brought up to be a warrior. M. Court once
remarked to me on this head, “ Quand on peut bien
courber un arc, couper bien avec un sabre, et monter
bien a cheval, voila, monsieur, une éducation parfaite |”

The peak of Nina Devi is held in sacred estim-
ation by the Sikh, because Guru Govind Singh as-
cended to its summit, and there, surrounded by a few
faithful followers, concerted measures for the propa-
gation of their faith. A flight of stone steps conducts
the devotee from the base to the summit, on which
there is, I believe, a small temple worth seeing; but
I did not visit it, on account of the great heat.
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I had an interview with the Thanadar,* on the
broad top of a lofty wall in the centre of the city,—a
strange place for a levee,—there being hardly room
for our chairs, and a well-directed rush, a /e Manlius,
would have sent a score of us to the pavement below.
But then, it was the coolest place, and,there was
a good view of the city and the surrounding country ;
and the Thanadar would not lose in importance by
giving the inhabitants an opportunity of seeing that
he sat on a chair when receiving a visit from an Eng-
lish sahib.

My servant acted as interpreter. Servants, in the
East particularly, always try to magnify the conse-
quence of their masters, because it increases their
own; and upon this occasion, I suppose (for I could
not understand five words of the conversation, and had
nothing to do but to sit still and try to appear digni-
fied), that my own did not stick at trifles, as I was
presented with sugar-candy and a kilaat, or dress of
honour (of no great value however), in token of the
man’s respect for me.

I may here remark, that amongst Orientals, the
manner in which a guest or visitor is received deter-
mines the estimation in which he is held. The first
visit should be paid by an inferior. The advance to a
meeting, or the remaining at home, the rising from
your seat as the guest approaches, and the distance
at which he is placed, are all matters of etiquette, the
observance of which should rarely be neglected at
first, however they may partially be dispensed with
afterwards, when an acquaintance has commenced. A
person of consideration, such as the Governor of a

* Thanadar, mayor or chief man of a plaee.



REMARKABLE WELL. 57

fort, a priest, or a military native officer of rank,
should be allowed a chair. The next grade, such as a
munshi,* or a thanadar, must be contented with a mora,
or stool. The next in inferiority of the same class will
think himself fortunate if he be allowed to sit on the
carpet; and persons below them in rank are not
allowed to sit down at all. Absurd and illiberal as all
these ceremonies may appear, an attention to them is
indispensable. Worth and character are so entirely
commensurate with outward pageant, and the love of
importance and distinction follows so clasely upon
ignorance, that a man who wishes to visit any Eu-
ropean sahib, and is in doubt as to his reception in
the manner which he considers himself entitled to,
will sometimes send an attendant beforehand, who will
try to persuade and bribe his munshi to represent his
master as a fit person to be allowed a chair, and will
urge the request himself, and adduce instances of his
master having dined or breakfasted with such and
such a one, or having been in the habit of visiting
such and such sahibs, who always allowed him a
chair, &ec. -

On my return to breakfast with my companions,
I dismounted to look at a splendid well, very deep,
the water being attainable by successive flights of
steps and landing-places, as handsome as masonry
could make them. The country immediately on the
banks of the river had very much the appearance of
marsh land in England when burnt up by an extra-
ordinary summer.

We were now moving in the direction of Khundalu.t

® A secretary.
+ Khundalu, the lake, or fountain, of wild plums, or apples.
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The rugged character of the scemery became more
prononcé, and the silence was broken only by the
sound of our own voices, or the ripple of the stream,
which, so lately on a level with us in the plains, was
now seen and heard in the dark recesses of the dell
above which we were gradually elevated. The. lofty
ridge of alluvium alternated with the deepening
ravine; the steep bank was gradually heightened
into precipice; and our horses walked with caution
on the pathway worn in some places over the solid
rock ; whilst the pinus longifolia (resembling the
Scotch fir, but with longer leaves), elms, willows,
gentian, geraniums, campanala, roses, &c., and other
plants characteristic of an European climate, were
occasionally to be detected in the jungle around us,
intermingled with many of the vegetable productions
of the torrid zone.

We descended into the hollow in which the lake
of Khundalu is extended, and encamped near a small
Hindu temple on its margin. Its level is about 2800
feet above that of the sea, and its length a mile and
a half, but increased to another mile during the rainy
season, It abounds with fish (that, I believe, which
is miscalled a trout in the Himalaya), is very deep,
and Captain Wade told me that he had once sounded
it to a depth of 138 feet. The natives say, of course,
that it is unfathomable. We remarked that it re-
sembled Ullswater, though not nearly so large or so
clear ; nor has it the advantages of artificial embel-
lishment of any kind; but the resemblance consists
in its winding length, and its being imprisoned amongst
hills bearing a similar outline, and covered with jungle
to the water’s edge.
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The village is about three quarters of a mile from
the lake, and lies directly in the road from Lodiana
to Ladak ; and the merchants who carry on the trad-
ing intercourse between the mountain banks of the
Sutlej and the plains, would, if the commercial in-
ducements were sufficiently powerful, prefer travelling
by that way to Rupur, instead of the route by Ram-
pore and Simla, which is more circuitous.

The jungle fowl were crowing around us on the
next morning, as we ascended the mountain which
did duty for Helvellyn, and on whose rounded
summit Captain Wade had determined to build a
summer residence. We all approved of the site he had
chosen; and his windows now command a view of
Malaun, and a magnificent outline of mountain scenery
to the north; whilst to the southward, the course of
the Sutlej may be followed to an immense distance
over the plains of Hindustan.

Khundalu may be reached on the third day from
Lodiana, and the whitened fronts of its mountain
residences will be seen glistening in the sunbeams,
for many a mile before the flat-bottomed steamers
arrive at their destination at Rupur.

The descent into the valley of the Gamréara river,
and the subsequent ascent to the Heights of Malaun,
were exceedingly fatiguing, on account of the great
heat of the day, and the difficulties of a path so steep
and intricate, that we were obliged to dismount and
advance on foot to the summit of the ridge, on the
extremity of which the Raj-Gurh, or fort of the
country, is situated. Captain Kennedy, the then poli-
tical agent, had lately repaired it by order of Govern-
ment, and it afforded us small but comfortable quar-
ters. It consists of a court-yard, a few small rooms, and
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a magazine, the whole occupying about 100 yards by
20, and surrounded by a strong wall without a ditch.
Its situation, at the extremity of the ridge, being
inaccessible excepting on one side, it was mo doubt
thought impregnable by the natives, until it surren-
dered to Sir David Ochterlony on the 15th of May,
1815, after he had succeeded in placing a battery in
position on the opposite side.*

The beautiful view before us was gilded by the
suffocating rays of an Indian sunset, and I descended
the mountain with a joyous feeling of excitement, pro-
duced by the inspiration of a cooler air than that of
the plains. I felt myself to be in the best possible
humour with existence ; I was thinking of nothing less
than its termination, and mentally anticipating, without
heeding the chances of failure or disappointment,
the prospects of a roving journey in new and fabled
countries, combining in themselves an accumulated
variety of interest, which, perhaps, no others could
boast at the same period.

The wilds of America are replete with attractions
to the physiologist and the natural historian, but have
few others, unless for those to whom the capabilities
for colonisation and the extension of trade form an
exception. An expedition to the north or south pole,
where there is so little variety in the scene, and so
much uncertainty to be waited for, affords the strongest
proof of the dogged determination of human enter-
prise. But I confess that I have no inclination to
visit either; and, on the other hand, I should never
wish to turn my steps towards the regions of Tim-

* For the details of the siege of this celebrated eagle’s nest,
vide Prinsep’s “ Transactions in India.” Article, Nepal war, p. 170.
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buctoo; although, in mentioning the latter place, I
hope I may not be understood to identify it with the
interior of Africa,— of the southern part of which we
have lately heard so much from Captains Harris and
Alexander, and are now so anxious to know more.

The interior of the latter continent, I need scarcely
remark, has already been the grave of much British
enterprise, capital, and benevolence. In all notices of
that country, the slave-trade has hitherto figured as the
most prominent theme; and the results of philosophical
and geographical research, and the hopes and fears
incidental to commercial speculation, are, or should be,
less engrossing than the subject of humanity, and the
approaching well-being of so large a portion of the
human race.

But real, lasting, and worthy of observation as
these results are, I cannot, as a traveller, detect in the
countries I have alluded to, such a combination of in-
ducements as are offered by the unexplored regions of
Asia. The former have, in common with all, an in-
terest created by the past, the present, and the future;
they can display as fine a field, perhaps a finer, for the
geologist and the natural historian ; but, comparatively
speaking, they have little interest that can be termed
historical, classical, political, antiquarian, or poetical,—
with which the countries I have visited so pre-emi-
nently abound.

From the earliest ages the Hindus and the Chinese
have preserved the same extraordinary religion, laws,
and customs, which they hold at this day. The «fa-
bulosus Hydaspes” has its thousand sources in the far-
famed and oft-sung valley of Kashmir; on its banks
the formidable Porus was vanquished by Alexander;
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Mahometan conquerors have followed in his wake ; and
I need scarcely remark upon the interest which the
political changes that are taking place in Affghanistan, -
and the neighbouring countries, are now beginning
to command in England, and which they so well
deserve.

I had forwarded a letter to the Bilaspur* Rajah,
who accordingly provided me and my people with
every necessary, and assigned me quarters in a summer-
house standing in the midst of a grove of orange-trees,
from the edge of which I looked down upon the Sutlej.
Bilaspur stands about 2000 feet above the level of the
sea. The situation is very picturesque; open, culti-
vated, and comparatively level ground is extended on
both sides of the river. The verdure is of the richest
description ; the mountains, bold and elevated, sur-
round the outskirts of the landscape, and the noble
river, 300 yards in width, sweeps round the angle of
the bank on which the town is built, with a rapidity
that would evince its eagerness for the notoriety it has
so long deserved, but has hitherto failed to attain.

I had intended to call upon the Rajah the next
day, but he sent to inform me that he would pay me
the first visit, so I waited at home. Towards evening,
however, he sent an elephant for me, saying, that he
had forgotten to call; an excuse which was repeated
without being believed, and accompanied by such a
pressing invitation, that I waved all ceremony, and
mounted the elephant. The Rajah, a good-looking
young man, with a fair complexion, and of middling
stature, was sitting outside his palace, a low, but
spacious, flat-roofed, white building, on a green parade-

* Bilaspur, the City of Delight.
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ground (or Mydan*), close to the river, and below
the town. I found him what I had heard him de-
scribed to be, young, uncouth, and unlettered, sitting
between two sycophant Bengalee servants, who talked
very bad English to me, and professed to teach him
the best; both looking very foolish, and hoping that
I was not angry with their master for having so bad
a memory; whilst he himself seemed to have shifted
the task of conversation entirely to them, and sat
through the whole interview without saying more
than three or four words.

Rulers who are habitually inattentive to the
complaints of their subjects, will sometimes rouse
themselves, and suddenly commit some act of unne-
cessary severity, that would appear to be intended as
the infliction of justice, en masse, and not merely as a
punishment for the delinquency of the moment ;—and
the Bilaspur Rajah is one of this class. He has
always shewn himself to be a ruffian ; and his cruelty,
which he has mistaken for justice, and tyranny, which
he has thought necessary for the preservation of his
authority, have long attracted attention, and called
down the most serious reproof from the British political
agents. I have heard stories of his trampling offenders
to death under the feet of his favourite elephant; and
his extraordinary carelessness, aided by the merciless
extortion and rapacity of the menials in his train, has
forced a large portion of his subjects to quit Bilaspur,

#* The word mydan, I may here remark, is used throughout
the East, from Constantinople to the Chinese frontier, to designate
the open space of ground which is found near every town, and an-
swers to the green or common of an English village. A flat country
is also called “ mydan.”
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and seek a home and safety elsewhere. When I re-
crossed the river in March 1839, I found that there
were not more than a few hundred inhabited houses in
the town, and that the bazaar was comparatively de-
serted. His two uncles had lately raised a rebellion
against him, and a fight had ensued on the parade-
ground. The Rajah was victorious, and sat himself
down to receive the heads of the fallen rebels; and
whenever he saw one being borne towards him, he
began most anxiously to inquire whether it was not
at last the head of one of his uncles, and was much
disappointed when the gory features grinned a nega-
tive. I saw ten heads, the fruits of his victory, sus-
pended in different parts of a moderately sized tree, at
the entrance of the town.

Such, at the same time, was the inattention paid
to his orders (for I believe he did give the necessary
orders), and such was the want of common courtesy I
experienced upon making repeated applications for the
assistance which I had every right and reason to expect
from him, that I was at last obliged to go down to the
palace myself, and walking into his durbar without
ceremony, I rated him soundly to his face, for his in-
solent inattention to an English sahib, giving him
no time to reply. Just as I turned on my heel, he
raised himself from the couch on which he was
smoking, and coolly remarked to his astonished cour-
tiers, that I certainly must be uncommonly angry. In
less than an hour, however, I had every thing I
wanted ; and myself, my servants, horses, and baggage,
were fairly, as I wished to be, en roufe ; and a con-
fidential servant of the Rajah was in attendance
upon me, who had evidently received orders to try
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to exculpate his master, and lay the blame upon
others; in which he partly succeeded.

Mr. Forster, who went through Bilaspur in his
journey to Kashmir in 1788, says that the then Rani
was assisting the Mahometan chief in possession of
Kangra, against, I suppose, Sinsar Chund of Tira,
with a force of 8000 irregular infantry and 800
cavalry ; but the present Rajah could hardly, I ima-
gine, muster above a tenth of that number.

It should be remarked, that the prosperity of
Bilaspur has been declining since it ceased to be a
thoroughfare. Anarchy and confusion preceded the
establishment of the Sikh power under Runjit Singh ;
and, previously to the introduction of the British
authorities in these countries, the only safe road for
travelling merchants from Hindustan to Kashmir,
and the countries north of the Panjab, was through
Bilaspur, whither they arrived by entering the hills
at Nahun, and passing westward through Subathu, and
under the heights of Malaun. Kylur is the name of
the country of which Bilaspur is the capital. There
is also a town of the same name opposite Anandpur,
already mentioned.

The Sutlej, and, in fact, all the rivers of the
Panjab, are crossed upon inflated buffalo and sheep
skins. = The mouth is sewn up, and the legs made air-
tight below the knee and hock joints. The figure of
the animal is somewhat preserved, and much resem-
bles that of a bear; so much so that a dog not used to
them will growl, and shew signs of distrust. It is
curious to see a man walking away with what appears
to be an animal at his back that is three or four times
his own weight and bulk. The Sikhs are Hindus.

VOL. I F
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A native, who would expect to be drownmed if he
were to apply a cow-skin to such a purpose, will lay
himself on this sufficient but unsteady support, and
fearlessly launching into a torrent, at a proper dis-
tance above the place where he wishes to land, will
commence using his feet as paddles; and steering
himself by a small one of wood which he holds in his
hand, will thus reach his point of destination in safety.
When several Sikhs are about to cross at the same
time and place, they will frequently fasten three or
four skins into one mass, and lie on them in smooth
water like so many seals on a rock, presenting at a
distance the most singular appearance possible. The
inflated hides always float with the shortened legs
uppermost, and amongst these, when they approach
the rapid, the living arms and legs commence
splashing in the water, and moving with great rapidity;
so that fancy would imagine the mass to be a drown-
ing Briareus, or a fragment of their own god, Seva.
I was once talking with a facetious friend on this
method of crossing a river, and heard him indistinctly
muttering something about their playing a game at
“ hide and Sikh !” in the water!

My pathway now lay in the direction of Nrpir,*
at the edge of the plains on the regular highroad
from Lodiana to Kashmir; and perhaps my readers
may wish to become acquainted with the manner of
travelling in these countries. In the first place,
having obtained the necessary permission, I was
furnished with a guard of eight or ten Sikh, sepahis,
more or less under the command of a havildar, or

* Narpdr, the city of light.
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native lieutenant. .Runjit Singh sent me one of
the palace servants, bearing a silver stick resembling
a beadle’s mace; and upon all occasions there was
usunally with me some confidential servant of the chief
through whose territories I happened to be passing, -
who carried with him written orders’(perwanus).ad-
dressed to the authorities of the different towns and
villages, commanding them to provide myself, my
servants, and horses, with quarters and provisions for
the night; and holding them responsible for the
safety of all that belonged to me.

Upon my arrival at the largest towns, the mayor
would sometimes present me with a bag of 50 or 100
or more rupees, which I took or refused according to
circumstances ; and when taken it was expected that
I should in return make handsome presents to the
guard and other persons who had made themselves
useful. It is advisable to lay in a stock of knives,
shot-belts, powder-horns, &c. to be given away (but
not so commonly as to make distinction of no use)
to inferior officers ; and some articles of greater value,
such as pistols, telescopes, &c. should be procured,
and presented to any chief or man of rank, as occasion
may require. Portraits of distinguished persons, and
more particularly females, are useful for occasional
exhibition ; coloured prints of our race-horses, hounds,
&c. are much admired ; and portable machinery for
chemical experiments is always of service, if it be
only for the purpose of astonishing.

It was the duty of the said silver stick to send
forward a messenger to the next station, with orders
to prepare a room for his master’s guest; and, upon
my arrival at the ground, a sheep and fowls, if pro-
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curable, were usually killed ; rice and flour were served
out to my servants; and hay, fresh grass, and barley
were ready for my horse. So that although I could
not admit, as Sancho Panza did to his wife, that
“having been threshed and blanketed, I knew by ex-
perience, that for one out of a hundred adventures
in which I was engaged, ninety-nine were generally
cross and unfortunate ;” still I could not but help re-
marking upon some occasions, as he did, that ¢ it is a
curious pastime to be always in expectation of ad-
ventures, —crossing huge mountains, searching woods,
climbing rocks, visiting castles, living at rack and
manger, and the devil a farthing to pay.”*

They do not use oats in the East; and I do not
remember to have seen any growing. The few stalks
which are sometimes found amongst the wheat, are
known in India by the appellation of wheat that has
run mad. A species of vetch called gram, forms, as
is well known, the principal food for horses in con-
dition ; and in India sheep are fattened upon it. In
the plain my baggage was carried upon camels; at
the foot of the hills it was sometimes laid upon mules
or ponies; but generally, in the mountains, and
wherever the path was at all difficult, it was con-
fided to nothing but kulis, or baggage-porters (who
are in the habit of bearing burdens), and who, al-
though sometimes pressed into the service, seemed
usually to be contented to have earned their dinner
and a small reward for their day’s work. 'I marched
with two small tents, one for myself and the other for
my servants; and, excepting in very cold situations,

* « Don Quixote,” Part I. book iv. chap. 19.
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it is the best place to sleep in, on account of the
avoidance of vermin./ The best kind of packing
boxes are the tin pataras, or boxes made in Calcutta ;
they being, of course, waterproof.

In a new country I would advise every ome to
breakfast before starting in the morning, because it is
impossible to say what attractions may spring up and
detain you in the course of the day; and by this
means also your cooking utensils arrive at the station
in useful time. But in a country which you have
before traversed, it is probably better to halt and
breakfast near some spring by the path side. When
the tents and baggage were fairly started, I was ac-
customed to take my own time, and went by the same
path or not, just as was convenient. I was accom-
panied by my munshi, the most active of my servants,
by an intelligent peasant, one or two sepahis, and my
groom or sais, who would lead my horse where the path
would not admit of my riding. The sepahis were a
protection against impertinent intrusion, and were
also useful in procuring a guide or any assistance that
might be necessary. The peasant was at once a guide
and a porter, and led the way merrily with a light
chair (the indispensable accompaniment of dignity)
upon his head, in the seat of which was fastened my
sketching utensils, my thermometer and sextant, and
the apparatus for making tea, &c. I would strongly
recommend a small patent spirit-lamp or etna, to be
covered with a leathern case, and strapped on man or
horse, like a telescope : by this means a cup of tea or
coffee is procurable in five minutes. My munshi was
my interpreter, and my other servant carried my
thermometer. A plant-book was folded in a cloth
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behind his back, a hammer for geological purposes
was stuck into his belt, and a telescope was strung
across his shoulder; and when it was so hot that I
was obliged to carry an umbrella, I used to hand over
my gun to his keeping also. It was his business also
to kindle a fire, and make tea for me ; beat with me
occasionally for game; and make himself generally
useful.

One great advantage in breakfasting before start-
ing was, that I was enabled to halt in the middle
of the day; and, after refreshing myself with some
tea, could write, read, or sketch for a couple of
hours. Meanwhile my servants, after having pre-
pared my tea, would take a comfortable siesta, or sit
round in groups, and smoke their kaliuns, and
gossip away the time, or perform their ablutions;
whilst the Sikh Sepahis in attendance would vary
their amusement by inspecting each other’s muskets,
and take an infinite interest in repeatedly letting off
the hammer, in order to see whose flint contained the
most fire. By this method of dividing the day I was
usually sure of finding dinner ready when I arrived at
the station for the night; but it constantly happened,
that all calculations about time and place were de-
ranged by the most unforeseen events; and a sick
man, a lame horse, an accident of any kind, a snow
or rain storm, or a swollen torrent, would be produc-
tive of the most annoying consequences.

A traveller in the East must make up his mind
to be cheated, and that not a little. He will keep his
temper and his health the better for so doing; and
he should allow at least twenty-five per cent for being
cheated, when he is calculating his expenses. No-
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thing annoys an Englishman so much as not to be
trusted ; he is ready to knock a man down for asking
him beforehand for money to buy the materials of
which any thing he orders is to be made. But this is
almost invariably the case, not from distrust, but from
custom ; and the employé chuckles because he knows
that no one else can make what you want. Morier
says that Inshallah! Barikallah! and Mashallah!* if
judiciously used, are sufficient to carry a man through
" Persia. “D-—n your eyes,” (“Tam Kiswasti,”) “why
did you” — accompanied with a knock-down blow, is
said to be the corresponding exclamation in India,
when, for instance, a new importation discovers, for
the first time, that his servants have been cheating
him, and finds, when he wishes to rate them, that he
is unable to utter another word of Hindustani.

A traveller in the mountains should never be
without a warm flannel jacket, to be slipped on after
a soaking, and water-proof coverings of some kind for
his bed : his sheets should be made like a bag, with a
running string at top, by which he will keep out
vermin ; and he should also remember to take with
him some gauze, which occupies but little room, and
will save him from mosquitoes at night and flies by
day, and will also, when used as a veil, be the best
protection he can throw over his eyes in crossing a
snowy pass; although I would also advise him to
furnish himself with a pair of grey or green spectacles.

I have eaten of many kinds of diet, and am per-
suaded that, excepting when taking great exercise in
a very cold situation, it is not advisable to eat of

* Inshallah! please God; Barikallah! is equivalent to Bravo!
bravo! and Mashallah! is used to express wonder and astonishment.
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meat twice a day; that the best breakfast in a hot
climate is of suji, or the heart of wheat beaten up
with an egg or two, if procurable, but with little or
no milk, This dish may be varied by another, which
is commonly called dal bhdt,—to which a fluid, peas-
pudding, curried and mixed with boiled rice, would
bear some affinity. A little of this, if well made, is
particularly wholesome in a hot climate. Black tea
is the best beverage, but coffee should be sparingly
used in the plains. The doctors in India say, that
more than a glass or two of beer in the day is
considered to be hurtful, and mixtures of wine with
beer should also be cautiously avoided. Meat, three
times a day, and a quantity of beer, both at luncheon
and dinner-time, and even at breakfast, is sometimes
the diet of a young officer in India, who wonders that
his liver is disordered, while his years are as yet so
few. Moselle, being (so it is said by authority) more
free from acid than other wines, should be drunk in
India. As to dinner, of course, the plainer the better,
and I attach the greatest value, when health is under
consideration, to a perseverance in a course of gymnas-
tics ; but exertion should not be increased to violence.

The native exercises with the Mtgdas, or wrestlers’
clubs, and a few harlequinades, and such as are taught
in the fencing and gymnastic schools, should never be
neglected under any circumstances, when condition is
required ; but care should be taken not to use them too
much in hot weather; and horse exercise, as well as
that by gymnastics, and the cold baths also, should be
taken, as is usually the case, at a very early hour in
the morning. A shooting-jacket I have always found,
on account of the numerous pockets, to be the best
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travelling dress, and in one corner of these I always
carried a pair of warm socks and slippers, which I put
on whenever I arrived at the ground before any of the
baggage was come up. An umbrella, with which it
is absolutely necessary to ride in the heat, is apt to
be a very troublesome companion, because, if broken,
it cannot be replaced, or well repaired. I would re-
commend any one about to travel in the East to carry
with him from Europe one or two skeleton umbrellas ;
and there are times when he will not regret having
taken my advice, although he might smile at it in
England. Those sold in India are often rotten, and
soon become useless.

Orientals are in the habit of sleeping with the co-
vering drawn over their faces, and I have often wished
that I could do the same. Were a traveller, going to
the East, to accustom himself to do so, he would obtain
comfortable sleep, at times when he would otherwise be
driven to desperation and illness, as already remarked,
by flies and mosquitoes ; and it is not too much to say,
that his life might be preserved by it, in consequence
of the freedom from irritation and increase of fever.
Two or three drops of camphorated spirits (made
with the common spirits of the country, if alcohol can-
not be procured,) dropped upon the brush, to be then
passed over the teeth after it has been used, as usual,
morning and evening, will effectually preserve them
from the effects of heat, cold, or illness, and prevent
all pains, aches, and decay.

It is probable, that the story of the only compa-
nions who ever travelled without quarrelling at all, is
to be found in the Apocrypha,—

¢« Raphael, the sociable spirit, that deigned
To travel with Tobias.”— Par. Lost, B. V. v. 222,
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Nine-tenths of the ill-natured things that are said
in this world, are uttered only for fear a man should
lose the credit of being able to say them ; and I think
that, when two persons are going to travel together,
they should agree beforehand to give each other credit
for the fullest discernment of reasons, the most complete
capability for giving advice, and the most practised
powers of retort and repartee upon all occasions ; and
in this manner I think an agreeable and gentlemanly
equilibrium of temper may be always preserved.
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CHAPTER III

I performed the distance from Bilaspur to Nadaun
in a week, averaging about seven or eight kos in a
morning. The kos varies very much in different parts
of the country. Akber’s kos towers, near Agra, are, I
believe, about two miles distant from each other; but
in the hills the kos is shorter, and in Kashmir, again,
it is about a mile and three quarters. My path led
me through a beautiful, open, and undulating country,
containing numerous villages, and around them were
spots of cultivated land, that time and industry have
rescued from the jungle of firs (the pinus longifolia)
with which the more rugged eminences of the sandstone
ridges were generally covered ; and on my right, visible
excepting from the dell or the ravine, and extended till
they were lost in the horizon, both before and behind
me, rose the glorious and snowy summits of the great
Himalaya chain.

But, nevertheless, intending as I do to conduct my
readers from one state to another throughout the
Alpine Panjab, until my arrival at Kashmir, I will
first take them to Sukyt and Mundi,* which lie upon

* Mundi signifies a market.
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the right bank of the Sutlej, and are traversed by the
most southerly portion of its mountain stream.

By following up the left bank of the river, through
villages and corn-fields, from Bilaspur as far as the
ferry opposite Dyur (a small village with a castle on
an eminence overhanging the river), and crossing at
that place, I arrived at Mundi in three days. Dyur,
lying in an open amphitheatre of low hills, that con-
ceal those of higher elevation, has nothing particularly
picturesque about it; and the Sutlej, which has just
left the mountains in the neighbourhood of Simla,
washes the walls of the cliff on which the castle is
elevated, in a smooth but quick stream, not exceeding
two hundred yards in breadth.

On the 10th of March, 1839, I, with my servants
and baggage, was floated on buffalo hides, and
landed safely and most satisfactorily, within the British
territory, under a lofty bank of alluvial shingle, a little
above the village, after a second and wandering ab-
sence of three years on the western side of its boundary
river.

The country of the Sukyt Rajah commences at
the ferry, and the town of the same name, only a few
miles distant, is situated at the southern end of the
valley known by the name of Sukyt-Mundi. The
principal stream by which its surface is watered rises
above Sukyt, and flows northward towards Mundi,
where it joins the Beyas. Sukyt-Mundi is eight or
ten miles in length, and three or four in breadth,
richly cultivated, and containing numerous villages ;
and on each of the picturesque hills around are nu-
merous forts, and perhaps no country of equal extent
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could boast of so many strongholds, or what appear to
be such. In the centre of the valley the Sukyt stream
is joined by another from the Rawala Sar,* or small
lake, at some distance on the mountains.

There is, as is related by Lieut. Burnes, a story
of a floating island, which comes and goes at com-
mand ; but, after due inquiry, I did not think it worth
visiting, its chief celebrity being derived from the
veneration in which it is held by the Hindus.

For two or three miles before reaching the town
of Mundi, the pathway, which follows up the stream,
lies through a quiet, well-wooded glen, such as may
be seen in any of the hilly districts of England, and
the blue slated roofs of Mundi,— whither I was con-
ducted on an elephant the next morning by the Rajah,
who came to meet me,— appear at the further end
of it.

Bulbyr Seyn, the then (1839) Rajah, was a young
man, apparently not more than two or three-and-
twenty; he had enjoyed his rank but two months
when I entered his country. His father and his uncle
both died without legitimate children, and for four
years before his death the latter had made over the
government to young Bulbyr Seyn, to the exclusion of
his uncle, who retired to Hindustan in disgust. The
young Rajah himself was short, stout in person, with
a jovial, good-natured, and remarkably European-like
countenance. He was uncommonly civil, and prodigal
of his expressions of regard and friendship for the
English, and, unlike many other Rajahs, he allowed
me to depart when I wished, without pressing me to

* Sar is a lake or morass.
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stay a day longer than suited my convenience. His
family are Rajpits.

The Rajpits of the mountain states are known
and distinguished by an appellation which has refer-
ence to their state, or the name of the founder of their
family. Those of Mundi are called Mundial; the
Chumyal of Chumba take their name from a distin-
guished Rajpit; the Jumial are the Rajpits of Jumu;
the Rajpits of the Bilaspar family are called Kylari ;
those of Tira are denominated the Kutaj; and the
Kulu, or the family of Sultanpur, are called Kulu
Rajpits, from the name of the country. The Mundi
Rajahs always bear the surname of Seyn; those of
Tira bear the name of Chund, or the Moon ; and the
Chumba and Jumu Rajahs are always Singhs, or
Lions.

The palace at Mundi is a long, barrack-like, but
not unpicturesque building, with whitened walls,
gable ends, and slated roofs. Before it is a large oak,
and on the west of it is a garden, in which the Rajah
had pitched a tent for me. The walks, as is the case
generally in the East, were straight, and raised above
the surface of the borders, so that they could not be
injured by the system of irrigation which is universally
practised. The borders themselves were covered
with but one mass of orange, shaddock, and citron-
trees, which were loaded with a profusion of fruit.

The bazaar is large, and well stocked, for so insig-
nificant a place. A large proportion of the town is on
the opposite side of the Beyas, and accessible by a
large ferry-boat. That river passes the town from
east to west, and immediately turns due north, and
continues in the same direction for about four miles ;
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which is singular, considering how near it is to its
debouchure on the plains. It is very deep at Mundi,
and flights of steps, or ghits, Hindu images, and a
large figure of the monkey-god, Huniméin, have been
sculptured on the rock by the river side ; and Thakur
Dewarus,* or Hindu temples, are conspicuous in
different places of the town.

I partook of the Rajah’s hospitality in a part of
the palace which had lately been fitted up and painted
in the Indian fashion, in fresco, on a snow-white wall.
The dinner he gave me consisted of the usual Eastern
delicacies—rice, curries, sweetmeats, and sherbets;
and I afterwards received the customary kilaat, or
dress of honour, which said kilaat is generally made
up of a Kashmir shawl or two, of little value, pieces
of the kimkab, or brocade of Benares, and several
pieces of different stuffs, usually the produce of Kash-
mir, or peculiar to the country of the donor.

I derived some amusement from an inspection of
the new paintings on the walls, and of these one in
particular attracted my attention, as it was a specimen
of the not unusual attempts of a Hindu Raphael to
embody his ideas of Heaven. In the centre of the
celestial city, of mixed Hindu and Saracenic archi-
tecture, was a court-yard, surrounded by a plain
octagonal wall ; its circumference, such was the per-
spective, could not have exceeded one hundred yards.
Within the court was a building, or vestibule, in
which Kali, or Parbuti, sat (having nothing better to
do in Heaven) smoking a hooker, by way of whiling
away eternity ; and around her were four female at-

* Thakur Dewarus, Houses of the Lord.
VOL. I. G
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tendants, whose chief occupation seemed to be that of
fanning their mistress. In front of the vestibule was
Siva, her husband, the four-armed, performing a pas
seul. Three of his arms were brandished with the
grace of a castanet player, and in the fourth hand he
bore aloft a miniature image of his bull Nandi. On
either side, as spectators, were arranged all the gods
and goddesses of the Hindu Pantheon, and evidently
disposed to venerate and applaud the performance of
their divine master, On the outside were ranged the
buildings of the city, and around them again arose
the peaks of Kylas (Heaven), amongst which, and
near the narrow gateway of the court-yard, were se-
veral fakirs and ascetics, who were patiently waiting
until death enabled them to enter it.

"One morning my munshi came to me, and told me
that a Sati (Suttee), or widow, who was going to burn
herself on the funeral pile of her husband, was about
to pass by the garden gate. I hastened to obtain a
sight of her. She was dressed in her gayest attire; a
large crowd of persons followed her, as she walked
forward with a hurried and faltering step, like that of
a person about to faint. A brahmin supported her
on either side, and these, as well as many around,
were calling loudly and almost fiercely upon the dif-
ferent Hindu deities ; and the name which was most
repeatedly and most earnestly called upon was that of
Jaganath; but I do not know whether they alluded
to the great idol of Bengal, or to some local divinity.
Jugu signifies a place, and nath is a Sanscrit word for
lord, or master, applied to Vishnu, or Krishna, - Her
countenance had assumed a sickly and ghastly appear-
ance, which was partly owing to internal agitation,
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and partly, so I was informed, to the effects of opium,
and bang,* and other narcotics, with which she had
been previously drugged, in order to render her less
awake to the misery of her situation. She was not,
however, so insensible to what was passing as to be
inattentive to two persons in particular, amongst
several others who were stooping before her, and
were evidently imploring her blessing : —they were
probably near relations. She was presented at inter-
vals with a plate of moist red colour, in which saffron
was no doubt an ingredient, and into this she dipped
the ends of her fingers, and then impressed them on
the shoulders of the persons who stooped before her in
order to be thus marked.

In about half an hour the preparations were com-
pleted. She was regularly thatched in, upon the top
of the pile, whilst her husband’s body yet lay outside.
It was finally lifted up to her; the head, as usual, and
which is the most interesting part of the ceremony,
was received upon her lap; the fire was applied in
different parts; and all was so quickly enveloped in a
shroud of mingled flame and smoke, that I believe her
sufferings to have been of very short duration, as she
must almost immediately have been suffocated.'

At Lahore I once, taking a Sepahi with me,
threaded my way up to the pile, and offered the
unhappy victim a sum of money if she would not
burn. I should perhaps rather say that I mentioned
it to the bystanders; for I am not certain that she
was told of it, or that she would quite have compre-
hended my meaning.' She was the widow of one of

® Bang is a preparation from the outer bark of hemp.
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the last of the rightful family of the Jumu Rajahs,
who had been dispossessed of their country and pos-
sessions by its present Rajah, Gulab Singh.*

‘In this present instance I sent to the Rajah, re-
questing his interference. He returned me a very
civil message, to the purport that he was very sorry for
it, but could not interfere, and called upon me shortly
afterwards, but not until it was too late. I repre-
sented to him that there was nothing he could do which
would be so likely to secure to himself the good wishes
and considerations of the British community in India,
for which he was so anxious, as the suppression of such
horrible ceremonies as that which had just taken place.
He assured me that it would be impossible to stop
them, and that every entreaty was always used to
persuade the woman not to burn herself; that pre-
sents to a large amount were always offered with the
same intention, but were never of any use.' It is, I
believe, usual to do so, but it has no effect,—at Mundi
at least, but that of enhancing the merit of the Sati,
who generally turns a deaf ear to all promises and
expostulations. The woman became a Sati when she
crossed the threshold of her door, and would, most
probably (so 1 was told), have been put to death
by her relations had she afterwards retreated. So
long as she remained in the house she had the power
of refusal ; but had she, being the wife of a Rajput,
persevered in her determination not to be burnt with
her husband, she would have lost her caste, have
lived, at least in Mundi, despised and miserable, and
would not have been permitted to marry again.

* Gulab, a rose; and Singh, a lion.
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The Rajah also told me that the omission of the
ceremony would be looked upon as an act of disrespect
to the memory of a deceased Rajah; and of the truth
of this assertion, there could be no doubt. I had
seen the tombs of the Rajahs of Mundi by the road-
side, a few hundred yards from the entrance to the
town : the place of their ashes is marked by a long
narrow stone slab, standing upright in the ground, and
on each of them is sculptured, in relief, a small sitting
figure of the deceased, attended by other figures in the
same attitude, purporting to represent the Satis who
were burnt with him. The number of female figures
varied, but none of the later Rajahs had fewer than
twenty disposed in regular order in rows, above and
below him. The late Rajah had been dead but three
months, and the puppet representations of no less
than twenty-five women, who had been burnt with
him, were evidently freshly produced by the rude
chisel of the Mundi sculptor. '

I was a little startled by the reflection that these
horrors had been perpetrated within a few miles of
the Sutlej, and the powerful restraint of the British
authorities ; but an accusation of improper inter-
ference would have followed, upon any thing like a
remonstrance, when emanating from such a quarter.
The husband dies to-day, and the wives are burnt
with him before the sunset of to-morrow : but, had it
been known what was going to take place, persuasion
would, no doubt, have been tried, and not, perhaps,
without effect, as far as the number of lives were
concerned. The Rajah would have been too anxious
to pay a deference to the wishes of a British political
agent, and I am much mistaken if he were not, in
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future, to evince a disposition to do so. ' Seven wo-
men only were burned with the body of Runjit
Singh ; a very small number, considering his rank :
but it was no doubt deemed expedient to shew some
respect to European prejudices. Had Runjit lived
and died some fifty years ago, independent of his
too powerful neighbours, it is probable that a very
much larger number would have been allowed to de-
prive themselves of existence, in the hope of becoming
his companions in the place of the blessed.

+The meaning of the word “Sati” is a true and
chaste wife ; and the widow, not the rite, is the Sati,
or Suttee, as it was formerly spelt.-

Perhaps, considering its solemnity, the most ex-
traordinary circumstance connected with this ceremony
is the almost hopeless obscurity of its origin, which rests
upon an isolated and often-repeated fable.*

* Daksha, or Brahma (one of their gods, supposed by Mr.
Wilford to be Abel, as he was afterwards killed by his brother
Iswara, Siva, or Mahadeo) had no son, but many daughters, by
his wife Sridevi (goddess of the sun), of whom the chief was Sati
or Sita, who was married to Mahadeo (Siva), her uncle. Daksha
made a great sacrifice, in order to obtain a son, to which both
gods and men were invited, except Mahadeo, who viewed the
neglect with indifference; but Sati persisted in her determination
to go there, although uninvited; and being treated contemptu-
ously by her father, was so angry, that she threw herself into the
fire, and thereby spoiled the sacrifice: for which dutiful attention
Mahadeo does not seem to have been grateful, as he cursed her
and doomed her to a transmigration of a thousand years, &c. The
Hindu women burn themselves in imitation of her example.

The Sankalpa, or declaration of the Sati, is as follows :—

* Having first bathed, the widow, dressed in new and clean gar-
ments, and holding some Kusa grass, sips water from the palm of
her hand; bearing in her hands kusa and tila, she looks towards
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The arguments used by different authorities in
favour of, or against, the necessity of the sacrifice, are
numerous and conflicting. Vyasu (remarks Colonel
Tod in his ¢ Rajasthan,” vol. i. p. 634), the chro-
nicler of the Yadus, is the great advocate for female
sacrifices; for he, in the Mahabharat,* pronounces
the expiation perfect. But Menu, in his Institutes,
inculcates no such doctrine ; and, although the state
of widowhood he recommends might be deemed
onerous by the fair sex of the West, it would be con-
sidered little hardship in the East. ¢Let her emaci-
ate her body by living voluntarily on pure flowers,
roots, and fruit; but let her not, when her lord is

the east or north, whilst the Brahmin utters the mystic word OM |?
Bowing to Narayan (Vishnu), she next declares, on this month
(describing the time) I, (naming herself and family), that I may
meet Arundhate, the wife of the Rishi Vasistha (an offspring
of Brahma), and reside in Sverga (the heaven of Indra), that the
years of my stay may be numerous as the hairs on the human body ;
that I may enjoy with my husband the felicity of heaven, and sanctify
my paternal and maternal progenitors, and the ancestry of my
husband’s family ; that, lauded by the Upsararas, I may be happy
through the regions of fourteen Indras (firmaments); that expiation
may be made for my husband’s offences, whether he have killed a
Bralimin, broken the ties of gratitude, or murdered his friend ;—I
ascend my husband’s funeral pile.—1I call on you, ye guardians of
the eight regions of the world, sun and moon, air, fire, ether, earth,
and water, my own soul! Yama (the Minos of the Hindus), day,
night, and twilight, I call you to witness, I follow my husband's
corpse to the funeral pile.”—Colebrook, on the Dutics of a Faithful
Widow.— Asiatic Rev.
# ¢« The Great War,” a poem.— Vide supra.

1 OM, or A.U.M, is a mystical combination, forming a title
common to Brahma, Vishnu, and Siva. Vide supra page.



88 REASONS FOR WIDOW-BURNING.

deceased, ever pronounce the name of another man.”
And again he says, “ A virtuous wife ascends to
heaven, if, after the decease of her lord, she devote
herself to pious austerity ; but the widow who slights
her deceased husband by marrying again, brings
disgrace on herself here below, and shall be excluded
from the seat of her lord.”

In the absence, therefore, of undisputed injunction,
we must look to other causes for the continued exist-
ence of what is, perhaps, the most remarkable of all
the religious customs on record; and one which
proves how far a deep sense of family honour and
conjugal devotion is capable of carrying even the
weaker sex, when influenced by the pride of caste and
the hope of a posthumous reward.

Upon the natural and well-founded belief in an
after life, which has in all ages been made use of by
the artful and designing for their own purposes, the
Brahmins have engrafted the doctrines of the me-
tempsychosis, and a graduated scale of rewards and
punishments, purporting to be a complete and un-
erring system of retributive justice. In addition to
the faith in the expiatory mature of the rite, a firm
belief in her regeneration, and that in performing it
she is making atonement for the sins of her husband,
there is a mystery in the doctrine of involuntary
sacrifice of which the founders of the Brahminical
religion have well known how to avail themselves, and
which, though imperfectly comprehended, has been
often proved by historical facts to have encouraged
the self devoted with super-human powers of endur-
ance, and to have imparted a sanctifying character to
the action itself.
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Who those founders were, a glance at the Code
is sufficient to convince us. The killing a cow or a
woman are numbered amongst the sins of the second
degree, the former being the worst of the two ; whilst
the greater onus of guilt incurred by the murderer of a
Brahmin has been confirmed by the belief of ages from
time immemorial. Killing a Brahmin, as is well known,
is the first crime in the catalogue, and one which will
ensure the perpetrator a transmigration into the body of
a hog, a dog, a deer, or a camel, and lastly that of a
sickly man, and afterwards a second death by a violent
distemper. The only way to avoid this, says the Ayin
Akberi,* is to tear off his flesh by degrees, and throw
it into the fire; to quit his family for twelve years
and beg with a human skull in his hand, confessing
his wickedness at every door,—this is provided he
did it by accident; but if the murder be wilful, he
must perform this penance for twenty-four years.

Abu Fuzl, it would appear, must have paid more
attention to oral communication of the Brahmins
respecting their traditions than to the precepts con-
tained in their sacred writings. Mr. Elphinatone, in
his ¢ India,” vol. i. p. 82, has justly remarked, when
speaking of the injunctions in the Institutes of
Menu, “ What chiefly surprises us is to find most
sorts of flesh permitted to the Brahmins, and even
that of oxen particularly enjoined on solemn festivals.
Brahmins must not indeed eat flesh unless at a sacri-
fice ; but sacrifices, as has been seen, are amongst the
daily sacraments, and rice-pudding, bread, and many

# ¢« Ayin Akberi, or Memoirs of the Emperor Akber (the
Great),” written by his minister, Abu-Fuzl (the Father of Excel-
lence), the Sully of the East.
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other things equally innocent, are included in the
very same prohibition. The permission to eat beef
is the more remarkable, as the cow seems to have
been as holy in those days as she is now, and they
are nowhere killed in India at the present day.”* So
much for tradition and priestcraft against ancient and
scriptural precepts.

The religion of the Hindus is probably as old as
any in the world, that of the Jews excepted ; and we
are now aware of two remarkable instances (self-
immolation and the non-slaying of oxen), and both
being of prominent and of sacramental importance, in
which custom and tradition built up and nurtured by
those spiritual teachers, from whom a people of equal
intellect with ourselves had a right to expect the
purest and most disinterested instruction, have pre-
vailed over a continent in opposition to the positive
injunctions and implied instruction contained in the
most ancient and sacred oracles of its faith, Had
their written scripture been read and followed, they
would not have been thus deceived. The cause of
humanity would have been vindicated in the one in-
stance, and that of reason in the other; a confusion
of the absurd and the horrible would have been
avoided; the Hindu widows would not have been
forced to burn, as they have been for the last two or
three thousand years; and the eating of beef, which
is now held in universal abhorrence by the Hindus,
would have been allowed, in compliance with the in-
junction of Menu. It is no defence of the abstinence
from oxen-slaying to say that the tradition, in this

* Vide Elphinstone's “India,” vol. i. p. 82.
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particular, is on the side of humanity: the question
is whether it existed in obedience or non-obedience to
the written law ; and it is also well known that mur-
ders of the most horrible kind, such as that I have
elsewhere* mentioned, of the unfortunate Mahometan
who was roasted alive at Phesawur by the Sikhs,
because he was detected in eating beef, have frequently
been committed, and would now, if there were no
restraint, be often committed in defence of this tradi-
tionary fanaticism.

Surely, without meaning to compare the merits of
Christianity and the Hindu religion too closely, there
is a something here which is not beneath the consi-
deration of the Romanist, or of any man of education
who thinks of becoming one. It should, I think, at
least make him pause before he degradingly, and, as
it were, by compulsion, commits his conscience for
aye and ever into the keeping of a man perhaps no
better than himself ;—as if his God and his Saviour
were not enough for him to confess to and cast his
care upon ; and afterwards subjects himself to a refusal
of the sacramental cup, in direct variance with the
plain and simple injunctions of scripture.

I am inclined to believe that the rite had its
origin in some extraordinary instance of fanaticism, at
first lauded, and then imitated, until its non-observance
became an object for Brahminical anathemas,—assisted
by the countenance, if not the positive commands, of
men in power,—who, by having connived at the arti-
fices of the priesthood, were enabled to secure to them-
selves the gratification of the tyrannical selfishness of

* Vide « Visit to Ghuzni, Kabul, and Afghanistan,” p. 246.
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a Herod, without incurring the responsibility of his
crime. Its footing and continuance as a custom were
owing, I should imagine, to the above reasons: and it
has lived to be nourished by prejudice, be dignified
by antiquity, and be pointed out as the sacrament of
conjugal duty and affections.

The heathen may point to his hecatombs ; Christ-
ianity may be proud of the triumph of her martyrs,
and the Roman of his penances and monastic institu-
tions ; the predestined sons of Islam may court death
for the sake of their terri-celestial paradise, but
there is nothing fearful in a faith which obtains its
converts through the seductive visions of sensuality,
whose prohibitions are seconded by climate, and whose
injunctions, in most instances, are so eagerly obeyed ;
—but what religion can boast of such an influence
over its votaries as that of the Hindu, whose Mo-
lochian institutions, independent of climate, and un-
affected by the lapse of time, can hazard, without fear
of apostasy, so horrible a command as the simultaneous
adoption of the shroud and the bridal wreath, and to
blend the thoughts of an untimely death with the most
joyous moments of human existence.

A philosophical friend,* a Roman Catholic, has
told me that he supposes the rite of Sati to belong to
Brahminism, not originally as a necessary part of the
public duty, but as a work of supererogation, and that
this voluntary act of sacrifice was regarded as capable
of diminishing the pains of a posthumous state of
further probation.

Now, although I find no difficulty in admitting

* D. T. Forster, F.R.A.S.
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that the Sati, if her cremation be purely spontaneous,
is performing an act of supererogation, yet although,
as I have before remarked, I think it may have arisen
after one, or even a few, examples of extraordinary
fanaticism. I cannot believe that the ceremony could
ever become common, if at first it were only purely
voluntary. On the contrary, I am disposed to think
that it would not be easy to point out a single instance
in which the unfortunate victim has advanced to the
pile without having been first partly stupified with
narcotics ; * and, if so, the sacrifice cannot, strictly
speaking, be considered as a work either of martyrdom
or of supererogation. Again, the purgatorial doctrine
must have been believed by men as well as women ;
in fact, the manner in which the fakirs of India have
tortured themselves is too notorious for further re-
mark ; and yet we never hear of the husband burning
himself alive on the funeral pile of the wife, in the
belief that the time of his probation will be thereby
curtailed.

I do not see any reason for supposing that the
Hindu women were so much more wicked than the
men, that they alone should imagine this last act of
purgation to be necessary. Such a belief would seem
to have given birth to the idea, that the performance
of Sati was originally enjoined for the purpose of pre-
venting the crime of mariticide, in consequence of its

® A higher authority than my own has expressed a contrary
opinion. “I have heard that, in Guzerat, women about to burn
are often stupified with opium. In most other parts this is cer-
tainly not the case.”—ELPHINSTONE's [ndia, vol. i. p. 360.

At Mundi, the appearance of the Sati was such as to justify the
information I received.
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having been at one time common for Indian wives to
murder their husbands by poison and other means.

A general imputation, to the Hindu women, of the
crimes of Circe, Semiramis, and Clytemnestra, can
only originate with those who are anxious to defend
the priesthood from the charge of having instituted
the cause of them. But those who give too ready
credence to the tale of the Danaides should not forget
the one beautiful exception in favour of the bride of
Lynceus :—

« Una de multis, face nuptiali
Digna,” &c.— Hog. Lib. iii. Ode 11.

which, resting upon equal authority, and greater con-
geniality with the best feelings of human nature, may
claim consideration, as not being the least improbable
part of the story.

If our positive dominion in the East may be at-
tributed to the bayonet, or rather to the cannon, an
arm in which the Hindustanis can never hope to com-
pete with us, it is not too much to say, that our moral
and negative hold upon their allegiance has hitherto
had its surest origin in our non-interference with the
superstitions of the natives and the institutions of
caste. But I think that now we may be less scrupu-
lous in regard to their abolition by legislative enact-
ment. No evil consequences have followed upon the
abolition of Sati by our authorities; but whilst the
prejudices of caste are still in existence, the labour of
the missionaries, however able and zealous, will secure
to them but little real success, whatever appearances
may be.

The British in India are looked upon as superior
beings, by the generality of the natives, thousands. of
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whom, I believe, are impatient of the trammels and
penalties of caste, and are anxious to imitate the re-
ligion and the manners of their conquerors. Time
and opportunity should be essentially considered, before
innovations should be made ; and I must admit
that the present season is not the right ome. But
when the government shall be enabled, by reason of a
settled frontier, to direct its undivided attention to the
removal of religious disabilities, I venture to think
that interference need no longer be deferred, on the
score of danger to itself. The following very sensible
remarks on this subject are from a late Calcutta
paper : —

¢ A rumour is now afloat that the government will
pass a regulation, by which the sons of Hindus will
inherit their ancestorial property, even if they are
converted to any religion different from their own.
Should this regulation be promulgated, the Hindu
religion will at once be brought to an end. Such is
the confession of some of the most intelligent and in-
fluential members of that religion, of the meeting of
the Durma Subha, as reported in a previous column ;
and never before has it been our fortune to meet with
such a powerful acknowledgment of the weakness and
worthlessness of any creed. It is a confession, by its
leaders, that Hinduism has no other bonds upon its
professors than that of preserving interest; that so
destitute is it of every hold upon the affections of the
people—so devoid of command over the reason—so
unsustained by present regard or future hope, that
once let the people know that their pecuniary interests
will not suffer by their conversion, and the Hindus
will fly from that faith which they have alone been
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induced to profess by the fear of worldly ruin. It is
needless to waste our time and space in the endeavour
to strengthen the force of such a confession, and we
leave it at once to the consideration of every Hindu,
with the hope that, after it, he will be ashamed to
oppose the passing of a regulation abolishing a for-
feiture which it is confessed only makes the people
hypocrites, —professing a faith which they, in their
hearts, know to be undeserving of either credit or
attachment.”*

¢ Since writing the above, I observe in anather Calcutta paper
that a Hindu widow has married one of her own caste; an event, I
believe, before unheard of, and in direct opposition to the ideas of
the Hindus upon the subject.
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CHAPTER IV.

Tue path from Mundi to Ladak is frequented
chiefly by those who live in the former province, or
near it. A duty on merchandise is demanded at five
different places,— Bilaspur, Sukyt, Mundi, Kuly,
Chumba, and, finally, by the Sikhs at Ladak; and
this, according to the information I received, was the
principal reason for the disuse of this way.

Sultanpur, the capital of Kulu, is about thirty
miles, in a straight line, above Mundi, but I did not
visit it. I believe that it lies about fifteen miles within
the higher ranges, and is a smaller place than Mundi.
About a month is occupied by travellers in reaching
Ladak by the route of Sultanpur, Burmar, and Lahoul,
or Lawur, which was travelled by Mr. Moorcroft, and
afterwards, partly I believe only, by Dr. Gerard.

The word Mundi signifies a market or trading
station. The Rajah told me that the name of his
capital was taken from that of a fakir, or holy man, an
ancestor of his own. But, from the situation of the
place, I should be more inclined to belicve that it
originally received its name with the usual meaning
attached to it, than from any fabulous origin, and
more especially as he and his family, being Rajputs,
are Hindus of the highest caste but one (viz. the
Brahmins). He told me that Guru Govind Singh,
in the disguise of a fakir, arrived at Sultanpur, where
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thé Rajah, a pious Hindu, asked him to perform a
miracle. The fakir immediately took hold of his own
beard, and drew it out to a great length: but the Rajah
shewed him a miracle in return, by breathing forth a
flame which consumed the fakir’s beard ; and, by way
of giving him a further proof of his superiority, he
imprisoned the Guru in a cage; upon which the
Guru caused himself, cage and all, to be carried
through the air to Mundi, whose then chief treated
him with the greatest kindness, and asked of him a
decree that no stranger should ever invade his country.
The Guru replied, that the Rajahs of Mundi would
have to give tribute to the Sikhs, and that the Sikhs
should never enter their capital. Such is the case at
present. From some superstitious motives connected
with this story, no servant of Runjit Singh, (so I was
informed,) had ever been sent to Mundi. The receiver
of the revenue is quartered outside the town, and the
Maharajah’s officer, in attendance upon me, did not
enter it whilst I remained there.

The iron mines of Mundi are said to be very rich.
They are to be reached by ascending, for about twenty
miles, the banks of the Beyas. I did not visit them ;
but the Rajah procured specimens of the ore, and pre-
sented them to me. The greater proportion of them
were of that kind of ore known by the name of glanz
(sparkling) iron, and which is found abundantly, I am
told, in the Isle of Elba. The matrix seemed to be
of quartz.

The salt mines of Barung are about eight miles
distant in a straight line, for three of which the path
follows down the course of the river. I thought them
well worth the visit. The salt is dug out from the
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mural sides of a quarry, and also from mines of no
great depth in the earth. It is contained in sand-
stone; and my specimens of the formation, as I am
informed, bear a close resemblance to the salt sand-
stone at Dunglass in Scotland. The salt from the
salt range on the Attok is so much purer as to pre-
vent, I believe, any very large deportation of the
article from Mundi; although the Mundi salt is to be
found in the principal bazaars of the Panjab. The
women employed in bringing the sandstone blocks of
Mundi are distinguished by a peculiar dress, coloured
with red, blue, and yellow; and their braided hair
is gracefully twisted round, and fastened upon the top
of the head; and the costume much resembles that
of the women in some of the mountainous parts of
Grreece.

It should be here remarked, that the country which
I am now traversing is part of that broad belt of hilly
district which intervenes, with a varying width of
twenty, forty, or fifty miles, between the plains of the
Panjab and the higher ranges of the Himalaya ; that
about ten or twenty miles of this width, commencing
from the actual plains, are of uplifted sandstone and
shingly conglomerate ; that the hills which are next
in height and succession are usually of schist with
primary rocks occasionally appearing upon a few peaks
of extraordinary altitude; and that the snowy wall of
the Himalaya is in sight from every eminence, forming
a most magnificent boundary to the northward.

The Sikundur-ke-Dhar, or Hill of Alexander, is
a long range, extending from within a few miles of
Dyur to Bij Nath, a worshipping place at the foot of
the Himalaya, dividing the comparatively flat country
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of Tira from that of Mundi, and forming the western
boundary of the valley of Sukyt Mundi. I should
suppose that its greatest height might be about 3000
feet above the sea. On that part of the ridge where
it is crossed by the highway between Tira and Mundi,
I suddenly found myself by the side of some ruins,
surrounded by a trench cut in the solid rock, and
adjoining to a large flat open space, which had evidently
been levelled by the hand of man, on the summit of
the ridge. The space surrounded by the trench was
about 150 yards in length, and the whole platform,
lying north-north-west by south-south-east, occupied an
extent of about 700 yards, by a much narrower width.
Mr. Moorcroft had previously visited the same spot,
but did not think of it as I do. There is often some
foundation for local tradition, and as my curiosity was
awakened by the name of the ridge, there is nothing
extraordinary in my being led to infer, from the aspect
of the ruins and the trench, &c. that the place I trode
was classic ground, and that the remains of Alexander’s
famous altars were around me.

The best authorities agree in supposing that the
city of Sangala, to which Alexander marched after
passing the Hydraotes, now the Ravi, at (probably)
Lahore, lay to the south-east of that city. I have
already supposed * that if he went thence directly to-
wdrds the Hyphasis, or Sutlej, he would pass by the
large village of Pak Putun,t where there is an im-
mense mound, such as is formed in other places by
the débris of old houses, but so much larger as to jus-

* Vide  Personal Narrative of a Visit to Kabul, Ghuzni, and
Afghanistan,” page 11.
+ The Clean City.
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tify the idea of its containing a nucleus of other ruins,
and perhaps render it worthy of a closer inspection.

But Alexander was surely too anxious about his
reputation to have built his altars upon the plains of
the Panjab, where the rivers are constantly changing
their courses, and washing away their banks; and I
should think it far more likely that he would, after
the refusal of his soldiers to proceed with him, have
marched towards the mountains, in order to have the
advantage of constructing them of stone, of which
material, according to Qumtus Curtius, they were ac-
tually formed.

We must, in accordance with this theory, place San-
gala to the north-east, rather than the south-east, of La-
hore ; otherwise, had he marched from the south, along
the banks of the Hyphasis, he must have passed the
place of junction of the Beyas and the Sutlej at Huri-
Ke-Putun ; * and his historians make no mention of any
river falling into the Hyphasis, or of any other beyond
it, excepting the Ganges. I am happy to observe that
Major Rennell has placed the altars, on the authority
of Pliny, on the east side of the Beyas, and near the
very spot where I imagine that I have seen them.t

The remains now visible scarcely rise above the
ground, and, in one part, consist chiefly of the masses
of masonry forming sides and partitions in a chambered
building ; but there is a great number of loose blocks
scattered over the surface, inside the trench, and several
mounds or eminences, that have evidently been formed
by the decay of some elevated structure. The plat-

* The Green City, or City of Huri, a name of Vishnu and Siva.
+ Vide the Map in Rennell’s “ Memoir on a Map of Hindus-
tan.”
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form, artificially levelled, is an excellent place for the
display of gymnastics and equestrian feats, though not
large endugh for horse-racing. The Rajah of Mundi
assured me, that although the place had frequently
been occupied as a fort, yet that there had been ruins
upon it from time immemorial, and with these a
fort might have been erected. It is in favour of my
theory, that it is necessary to descend the hill for
water, and therefore it must have been used for other
purposes than those connected with a stronghold.

No place could possibly have been chosen which
would have been better adapted for the altars. Being
by the side of the highway, it became impossible for
any one to pass without seeing them. To the west-
ward it commands a most extensive view over the low
slopes, plains, and eminences in the country, on the
way to Tira; and to the eastward, after the eye has
roved over the beautiful green valleys of the Mundi
country, the view is bounded by the vast walls of the
Himalaya chains —the Emodus and Himaus of the
Macedonians — rising tier above tier, and mountain
above mountain, with unsurpassed grandeur, and cir-
cling round the horizon, from north to south, with an
Ultima-Thule-like aspect, that would fully have justi-
fied the exclamations of Alexander’s soldiers, when
asserting that they had arrived at the utmost bounda-
ries of the habitable world.

I have only to remark, that, knowing for what
object they were constructed, a better locale could not,
in my humble judgment, have been selected for the
purpose; and the opinions to be formed from the
conjunction of place and probability, are negatively
strengthened if not confirmed by the fact of the whole
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course of the Sutlej being now too well known to
admit — at least I think so — of the existence on its
banks of any other ruins answering their description.
Tira may be reached in four days from Mundi,
by the route I travelled through Kruhin. I shall
further notice it when speaking of Kangra. It
is the capital of a country larger than Mundi, but
not, as I was informed, so rich. When viewed from
the ghdt or pass on the way to Nadaun, or from any
other eminence on the south side of it, it appears in
the middle of a landscape in which extent and subli-
mity are united in great perfection. It presents a
succession of long swelling hills, sloping gradually on
to the plain, or abruptly terminating.in precipice,
whose height is sometimes tufted with a clump of
trees, sometimes made holy by the presence of an old
Hindu temple, and often rendered conspicuous by
the watch-tower on its summit. On the right is the
serrated ridge of Kumla Gurh; in front are the forts,
known as the Chumiani Durwasu, or gates, command-
ing a pass into the Mundi country, and seen like two
white specks in the distance ; a little to the left of
them, but not distinguishable, is Bij Nath, already
mentioned, at or near the source of the Kangri river;
and on the left, again, is extended the open country
of Palum. But the whole appears, comparatively
speaking, as one flat, from which the gigantic walls
of the Dola* Dhara, or white mountains, some twenty
or thirty miles distant in direct lines, rise directly up-
ward, to an elevation of sixteen or seventeen thousand
feet, with a grandeur, perhaps, nowhere so little dimi-

* Dewala of the Nepalise.
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nished by intervening ranges. But such scenes must
be visited to be conceived, as the world, the old world,
at least, can boast but one Himalaya: <A sight,”
says Mr. Elphinstone, ¢“which the soberest traveller
has never described without kindling into enthusiasm,
and which, if once seen, leaves an impression that can
never be equalled or effaced.” *

In the jungle between Nadaun and Tira, I noticed
the Banian, the Pipul, the Mango, the Acacia, the
Kutora, with its long broad pod, the Amultas,t a
species of ash, the Himalaya oak, and the Pinus lon-
gifolia. .

The killah or castle, and town of Tira is singularly
situated, being built on an isolated flat-topped sand-
stone rock, several miles in circumference, and sur-
rounded on every side,—excepting, I believe, towards
the river Beyas, which flows beneath it,—by a precipice
of eighty to a hundred feet in height. Although I
had with me a servant of the Maharajah’s, who was
expressly commanded to attend upon me wherever I
wished to go, yet, under pretence of its being necessary
to shew a permission in which Tira was particularly
specified, I was refused admission by the guard at the
gates ; and as I was considerably in advance of my bag-
gage, and the evening was closing in, I retired back
to the nearest village, where I slept, intending to again
apply for permission on the next morning. Meanwhile
an insolent message was sent, to the effect that I must
not hope to be allowed to enter the gate at all, and
that if I persisted in an attempt to do so, the com-
mandant would be obliged to fire upon me, or use

* Elphinstone's India, vol. i. p. 343.
+ Cassia fistula.
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force to repel me. The Maharajah’s man told me that
his presence was of no use; and as I was then in fact
on my way to Lodiana, in order to return to England,
I did not think it worth while to wait for an answer
from Lahore. I therefore left the place, well know-
ing that Rajah Gulab-Singh, or his brothers, were the
instigators of the whole proceeding.

Shah Jehanpur,* which is, more correctly speak-
ing, the name of the town of Tira, contains, as well
as I could judge of its size, about twelve or fifteen
hundred houses, and three or four thousand inhabi-
tants. I was told, also, that it contained a chaughan
or field, where the game of that name (hockey on
horseback) was played, as I have seen it played in
Tibet. It was much larger in the time of its famous
Rajah, Sinsar Chund ;+ whose power in the mountains
was for some time equivalent to that of Runjit in the
plains, but was at length crushed by the successes of
the Sikhs. He maintained a force, composed of seven
or eight thousand mercenary soldiers, and about the
same number of his own countrymen.

At a place called Kruhin, situated in the midst of
low and treeless hills, covered with rank herbage, I
found the residence of the ex-Rajah of Tira and his
brother, the grandsons of the once powerful Sinsar
Chund. After his death, his son, Murut Chund,
went to Lahore, where Runjit demanded his sister in
marriage for his favourite and Minister, Dihan Singh.
Murut Chund requested permission to go back and
talk over the matter with his mother, who, it is said,

* The city of Shah Jehan, the king of the world.
+ This is supposed to be the same name as Sandra Cottus
of Alexander’s historians.
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was not averse to the match; but he himself being a
Rajput of high caste, refused to give his sister to an
upstart of no family, and sent her and his mother and
family across the Sutlej for security, under the pre-
tence that they were going on a pilgrimage to the
Ganges at Hurdwar ; and the Fakir Aziz-u-Dyn, who
had been sent to Tira by Runjit, arrived there only
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